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Preface 

In 1988, the New Hampshire General Court created the Rivers Management and 
Protection Program within the Department of Environmental Services. This program, 
administered by a State Rivers Coordinator, establishes a process whereby state residents 
and organizations may nominate any river or river segment for special designation and 
protection by the General Court. “A Guide to River Nominations”has been prepared to 
assist river groups and other interested citizens with the river nomination and evaluation 
process. 
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Chapter I 
Introduction 

New Hampshire’s Rivers 

New Hampshire’s rivers and streams are widely recognized for their outstanding 
values and diversity. Throughout the years, these rivers and their corridors have provided 
a home for a variety of plants and animals, turned the turbines which powered our mills 
and factories, provided vital transportation routes and recreation areas, and graced our 
state with their scenic beauty. 

While both the use and conservation of our state’s river resources are clearly in the 
public interest, recent growth and development in New Hampshire have led to increasing 
and competing demands being placed on our rivers and river corridors. These demands 
include industrial and municipal wastewater assimilation, drinking water supply, 
recreational use, and shoreland development. 

In 1988, the State Legislature responded to the threats that are facing our rivers by 
creating the New Hampshire Rivers Management and Protection Program. The program is 
based on a two-tiered approach to river management and protection: state designation of 
significant rivers and protection of instream values and characteristics (i.e., water quality 
and flow) and local development and adoption of river corridor management plans to 
protect shorelines and adjacent lands.  The overall purpose of the program is to protect 
New Hampshire’s significant river resources for the benefit of present and future 
generations through this unique combination of state and local resource management and 
protection. 

The Rivers Management and Protection Program is administered by the Department 
of Environmental Services (DES) and is staffed by a State Rivers Coordinator. The 
Department works closely with the statewide Rivers Management Advisory Committee 
(RMAC). Committee members represent a broad range of river interests and meet 
regularly to advise the Department on the implementation of the Rivers Management and 
Protection Program. 
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The NH Rivers Management and Protection Act 

The 1988 New Hampshire Rivers Management and Protection Act (Chapter 273, 
Laws of 1988) established a process for local citizens and organizations to nominate rivers 
and river segments for state protection and management of instream river resources. 
Specific protection and management measures for these state protected rivers -- called 
“designated rivers”-- were not identified in this enabling legislation. Instead, the 
Department of Environmental Services was directed to work with the new Rivers 
Management Advisory Committee to develop and submit to the Legislature a proposal for 
specific protection and management measures for designated rivers (Chapter 233, Laws of 
1990). Taken together, the 1988 and 1990 legislation form New Hampshire’s first 
comprehensive statewide rivers program which has been codified into state law as RSA 
483. See Appendix A for copy of the complete Rivers Management and Protection Act -
RSA Chapter 483. 

An Overview of the NH Rivers Program 

As noted above, there are two primary components of the New Hampshire Rivers 
Management and Protection Program: state designation of rivers for instream protection 
and management, and local development and adoption of corridor management plans to 
protect shorelines and adjacent lands. This guide focuses on the nomination process 
which leads to state designation of a river or river segment. To encourage and assist in 
the development and adoption of local river corridor management plans, the Department of 
Environmental Services has developed a companion publication, “A Guide to River 
Corridor Management Plans.” 

The process for nominating a river or river segment for designation is 
straightforward. A river or river segment may be nominated for designation by any New 
Hampshire citizen or organization. A nomination must include a complete inventory of the 
river’s significant resources and be submitted to the DES Commissioner. After an 
evaluation by the Rivers Coordinator and the RMAC, and a public hearing, nominations 
which have been approved by the Commissioner are forwarded to the State Legislature for 
review and approval. Before a river can be protected and managed under the program, 
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the Legislature must adopt a bill that designates the river into the program and the 
Governor must sign it into law. 

Protection Measures for Designated Rivers 
A river designation gives a river an extra level of state protection for significant 

instream river resources, particularly water quality and instream flows. A river 
classification system has been created to match general river characteristics with specific 
instream protection measures. The classification system consists of four categories: 
natural, rural, rural-community, and community rivers. 

River Classification System 
Natural Rivers: free-flowing rivers with generally undeveloped adjacent lands 

Rural Rivers: rivers flowing in an agricultural or forested setting with limited 
development of adjacent lands; some instream structures may be present 

Rural-Community Rivers: rivers flowing through developed or populated areas with mixed 
land uses; impoundments or diversions may be present 

Community Rivers: rivers flowing through populated areas; adjacent lands may be 
significantly developed 

For each river classification, state law mandates instream protection measures 
related to dams, hydroelectric energy facilities, channel alterations, water quality, 
protected instream flows, interbasin water transfers, siting of solid and hazardous waste 
storage or treatment facilities, and recreational use of the river. (See RSA 483:9, 483:9-a, 
483:9-aa, and 483:9-b for the protection measures for natural, rural, rural-community and 
community rivers, respectively.) The protection measures are most stringent for natural 
rivers and somewhat more stringent for rural and rural-community rivers than for 
community rivers. With the exception of the siting of solid and hazardous waste facilities --
an area of state jurisdiction -- these instream protection measures do not affect the 
authorities of local government to regulate land use within a designated river corridor. 
What is a local land use decision before the designation of a river will remain a local land 
use decision following a river designation. See Appendix B for a summary of the river 
classification system and instream protection measures. 
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In addition to instream protection measures, a river designation will increase 
awareness and appreciation of the river. Designation will also provide an incentive for 
communities along the river to adopt local corridor management plans to insure that future 
development near the river is consistent with the state designation and protection of the 
river itself. Following designation, a local river management advisory committee 
composed of citizens from the towns and cities along the river will be appointed. This 
committee will assist with and encourage the development and adoption of a river corridor 
management plan and will act as a liaison between the river communities and the state. 
Finally, a long-range river management plan will be developed by DES and other state 
agencies to address the management of instream river resources and state lands in the 
river corridor. 

In order to understand the effects of a river designation, organizations and 
individuals considering a river nomination -- called “river sponsors”-- need to fully 
understand the river classification system and corresponding instream protection 
measures. In addition to a thorough reading of RSA Chapter 483, it is strongly 
recommended that river sponsors contact the State Rivers Coordinator before beginning 
the nomination process and schedule a meeting to review and discuss the classification 
system, protection measures, and river nomination process in some detail. 

Benefits of a State River Designation 
? Legislative Recognition of Outstanding River Resources 

? State Protection of Instream Values and Characteristics 

? Technical Assistance for Local River Corridor Protection 

? Incentive for Local River Corridor Protection Efforts 
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Chapter II

Preparing a River Nomination


Step 1. Contact the State Rivers Coordinator

Step 2. Work with a Committee on a River Nomination


Step 3. Identify Sources of Help and Information


Step 4. Conduct a Resource Assessment

Step 5. Build Local Support

Step 6. Determine Classification(s) for River or River Segments


Step 7. Complete the River Nomination Form


Step 8. Submit the Nomination Form


Many excellent sources of both general and technical assistance are available to 
individuals and organizations interested in sponsoring a river nomination. A complete list 
of addresses and telephone numbers of agencies and organizations that can provide 
assistance is in Appendix C. In this chapter, the seven steps toward completing a river 
nomination are discussed. A typical schedule for preparation of the nomination is included 
in Appendix D. 

Step 1: Contact the State Rivers Coordinator 

Before starting any work on a river nomination, it is strongly recommended that river 
sponsors contact the State Rivers Coordinator at the Department of Environmental 
Services, 6 Hazen Drive, PO Box 95, Concord NH 03302-0095. Telephone: (603) 271-
1152. The Rivers Coordinator is available to meet with your group to discuss the Rivers 
Management and Protection Program and the river nomination process. In addition, the 
Rivers Coordinator can suggest local and regional organizations to contact for assistance; 
supply copies of this guide, nomination forms, and examples of completed river 
nominations; and provide continuing advice throughout the nomination process. 
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Step 2: Work with a Committee on a River Nomination 

Under the Rivers Management and Protection Act (RSA Chapter 483), any citizen or 
organization may nominate a river for designation into the program. However, it is 
recommended that all river nominations be developed by a new or existing committee, 
rather than an individual. Some of the many advantages of working with a committee 
include the following: 

1. A committee can include individuals with a number of different areas of 
expertise and interest. 

2. A committee can represent the geographical diversity along a river. 

3. A committee can share the work load. 

4.	 A committee can bring together potentially antagonistic interests to work out a 
mutually acceptable river nomination. 

5. 	Individual committee members can keep the interest group they represent 
informed about the progress of the river nomination. 

In many communities, there are existing organizations with strong interests in rivers, 
such as local conservation commissions or watershed associations. If there is such an 
organization in your area, you may be able to recruit their help with a nomination by 
contacting them, expressing interest in submitting a nomination for a certain river or river 
segment, and asking them to work with you. Usually these organizations include people 
who are interested in rivers and who are very willing to help and participate. 

If there is no such organization existing in your area, you should strongly consider 
forming a new river committee to prepare a nomination. Assistance for this task is 
available from the DES Rivers Coordinator or the National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Program (RTCA). 
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Preparing a River Nomination 

When forming a river committee, you should strive for both geographical distribution 
and representation of as many different river interests as possible. Interest groups to 
consider include: business people, conservationists, riparian landowners, anglers, boaters, 
farmers, municipal and elected local officials, land use planners, timber industry 
representatives, and developers. Each town along the river should also have a 
representative -- this can be achieved by contacting the selectmen in each town and 
asking that they recommend or appoint a committee member. In some cases, the 
selectmen may refer you to the town conservation commission or planning board and may 
also suggest individuals with various river interests. In some cases, local and statewide 
organizations such as chambers of commerce, business groups, and conservation 
organizations can recommend committee members. See Appendix E for a case study on 
how the Contoocook River Greenway Coordinating Committee was formed. 

Potential River Committee MembersLocal Officials Business People 
Conservationists Riparian Landowners 
Anglers Boaters 
Land Developers Timber Representatives 
Farmers 

Step 3: Identify Sources of Help and Information 

At its first meeting to begin work on a river nomination, a sponsoring organization 
should make a list of any and all potential sources of help and information. As stated 
above, there are many sources of both general and technical assistance available to assist 
river sponsors throughout the nomination process. 
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One excellent source of information is the National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Program. The RTCA program offers technical assistance to local 
and statewide organizations and agencies in New Hampshire and can help with both river 
committee development and researching and writing river nominations. For information on 
requesting assistance, contact the RTCA program at: The King Farm, 5 Thomas Hill Road, 
Woodstock, VT, 05091 Telephone: (802) 457-4323. 

The river nomination form requires specific technical information on river resources. 
Most of this information already exists in reports and databases compiled by state and 
federal agencies, regional planning commissions, private research organizations, and 
universities. If information on a particular resource on your river is not available, it may be 
possible for an agency or organization to shift priorities and conduct a study to fill this 
information gap. In addition, agency and organization staff members may be able to 
suggest alternative ways of learning what you need to know and are usually willing to meet 
with a river sponsor to discuss their area of resource expertise. 

Step 4: Conduct a Resource Assessment 

The resource assessment forms the basis of a river nomination, and collecting data 
for the assessment is a task that a river sponsor should embark on early in the nomination 
process. This section describes the information required on the nomination form for each 
of 21 resource categories. All of these resource categories should be investigated by the 
Sponsor, but there is no reason to limit the resource assessment to only the categories 
listed in the nomination form. Additional categories may be added at the discretion of the 
Sponsor. 
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Checklist: Resource Assessment Categories 

Natural Resources 

Geologic Resources 
Wildlife Resources 

Vegetation/Natural Communities


Fish Resources


Water Quality


Open Space


Natural Flow Characteristics


Managed Resources


Impoundments 

Withdrawals/Discharges 

Hydroelectric Resources 

Cultural Resources 

Historical/Archaeological 

Community Resources 

Recreational Resources 

Fishery Resources 

Boating Resources 

Other Recreation 

Public Access 

Other Resources 
Scenic Resources 

Land Use 

Land Use Controls 

Water Quantity 
Riparian/Flowage Rights 

As discussed in Step 3, most of the information required by the resource 
assessment already exists. A brief description of each resource category and listing of 
likely sources of information appear below. See Appendix C for the addresses and 
telephone numbers of the agencies and organizations which are listed as sources of 
assistance. 
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When completing the resource assessment, it is most important to list resources 
found within the river corridor. The river corridor is defined as the area of land adjacent to 
the river and extending a quarter mile from the river. Resources included in the 
nomination which are found outside of the corridor, yet within the river’s watershed should 
be clearly identified as such. 
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Preparing a River Nomination 

1. Natural Resources 
a. Geologic Resources 

Describe the important geologic resources found in the river and its corridor. Note their 
significance at the national, regional, statewide, or local level. Geologic resources to 
consider include those of natural history, visual, or economic interest. Natural history 
may include interesting bedrock, rapids, waterfalls, and surrounding topography such 
as evidence of glaciation. Scenic resources may include, in addition to the rapids and 
waterfalls listed above, gorges, cliffs, and bluffs. Economic geology may include the 
presence of ore minerals or materials such as sand and gravel. Significant aquifers in 
a river corridor are also a geologic resource. 

For assistance with geologic resources, contact: The State Geologist’s office; 
the Office of State Planning; the U.S. Geological Survey; or the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 

b. Wildlife Resources 

List mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians commonly found in the river and its 
corridor. List any federal or state-listed endangered or threatened animal species 
which rely on the river environment for food and shelter. Identify significant wildlife 
habitat that is supported by the river, or to which the river is integral, for game and non-
game wildlife populations. Report if the habitat has been determined to be 
exceptionally diverse, very diverse, or moderately diverse by the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Finally, determine and 
record if the river corridor is important for movement of wildlife between large habitat 
areas. 

The New Hampshire Fish and Game Department maintains the State’s official list of 
federal and state-listed endangered and threatened wildlife species. Contact the 
Natural Heritage Inventory at the Department of Resources and Economic 
Development for a listing of other wildlife species which at this time do not warrant 
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endangered or threatened designation, but which are being tracked as there is concern 
for their populations. In addition, geographic information system (GIS) maps will be a 
valuable source of information about wildlife habitat. The state maintains, GRANIT, a 
GIS database with this information. Contact Regional Planning Commissions, the NH 
Office of State Planning or UNH Complex Systems for assistance in obtaining these 

For assistance with wildlife resources, contact: The New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department; the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; the New Hampshire Natural 
Heritage Inventory Program, Department of Resources and Economic 
Development; the New Hampshire Wildlife Federation; the Audubon Society of New 
Hampshire; the Nature Conservancy; GRANIT -- Geographic Information Systems, 
the NH Office of State Planning; Regional Planning Commissions; or UNH Complex 
Systems. 

maps. 
c. Vegetation/Natural Ecological Communities 

List the types of plant communities commonly found in the river corridor. List and 
identify the location of any federal or state-listed endangered or threatened species 
which are found in the river corridor. If the New Hampshire Natural Heritage Inventory 
lists an exemplary natural ecological community as occurring in the river corridor, list 

For assistance with vegetation/natural communities, contact: The Natural 
Heritage Inventory Program, the Department of Resources and Economic 
Development; or the Nature Conservancy. 

that community and identify its location. 
d. Fish Resources 

List the common fish species which inhabit the river, including non-game species and 
any federal or state-listed endangered or threatened species. Note the locations of 
important aquatic habitat for particular fish populations (e.g., spawning habitat for 
Atlantic salmon). Report if the habitat has been identified as being exceptionally 
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diverse, very diverse, or moderately diverse by the New Hampshire Fish and Game 
Department or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Describe any ongoing fisheries 
management programs, indicating if fisheries rely on natural reproduction or a stocking 
program. Identify if the river is a viable anadromous fish resource. If so, explain any 

For assistance with fish resources, contact: The New Hampshire Fish and Game 
Department or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

ongoing or planned restoration programs. 
e. Water Quality 

Identify whether the river or segment has been given a Class A or Class B water quality 
classification by the State Legislature. The water quality classification for a river can 
be quickly obtained from the Water Division at the Department of Environmental 
Services. Identify whether the river is meeting water quality standards. The Division 
can provide information on the current water quality of the river and major causes of 
water quality degradation. This information should be included on the nomination form. 
Describe the required action(s) needed to meet water quality standards, if any, and 
any proposals or plans to improve present water quality conditions (e.g., upgrade 
wastewater treatment facility). 

For assistance with water quality, contact: The Water Division, Department of Environmental 
Services or the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

f. Natural Flow Characteristics 

Describe the flow characteristics of the river. Note if the river is substantially free-
flowing (i.e., no dams regulate the flow of the river) and describe the size and duration 
of the spring run-off, summer flow amounts, and the frequency and duration of flood 
events. If the river is regulated, describe the purpose and effects of existing dams (both 
within and upstream from the river segment) on the natural flow of the river. Indicate 
the locations where the river is free-flowing. Also, if applicable, indicate flow variations 
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caused by impoundments, significant diversions, or channel alterations, including 

For assistance with flow characteristics, contact: The Water Division, Department 
of Environmental Services or the U.S. Geological Survey. 

interbasin transfers. 

g. Open Space 

For the purpose of the resource inventory, open space is defined as any undeveloped 
land, including floodplains, woodlands, and farmlands. Open space may be publicly or 
privately owned. List the type (e.g., wetlands, floodplains, woodlands, farmlands, etc.), 
type of ownership, and location of significant areas of open space within the river 
corridor. Identify any protected lands within the river corridor (publicly owned lands or 
lands under a conservation easement). 

For assistance with open space, contact: The town conservation commissions; the 
Division of Forest and Lands, Department of Resources and Economic Development; 
the Division of Parks and Recreation, Department of Resources and Economic 
Development; the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service; the Regional 
Planning Commissions; the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests; or 
local land trusts. 

2. Managed Resources 
a. Impoundments 

List all existing and proposed dams in the river including those which are breached or 
in ruins. However, do not include existing or proposed dams which are used for 
hydroelectric energy production. These will be listed separately in the managed 
resources category. For dams other than hydroelectric facilities, briefly describe each 
structure, including its location, ownership, and purpose (for example, flood control, 
recreation, wildlife habitat, or water supply). If known, indicate whether minimum flow 
requirements exist at any of the impoundments. 
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For assistance with impoundments, contact: The Water Division, Department of 
Environmental Services or individual dam owners. 

b. Water Withdrawals and Discharges 

Water is withdrawn from rivers for such purposes as municipal water supplies, 
irrigation, and industrial process water. Wastewater is discharged to rivers from 
municipal sewage treatment plants and industrial process water returns. The Water 
Division, Department of Environmental Services, can provide a listing of all major 
withdrawals (>20,000 gallons /day) and a listing of all facilities which hold a point 
source wastewater discharge permit (NPDES permit). For subsection (1), list all major 
water withdrawals, their location and the purpose of such withdrawals. Note if the river 
is an existing or potential drinking, agricultural or industrial water supply. If the river is 
a potential drinking, agricultural or industrial water supply, identify the study(ies) which 
deemed it to be, if any. For subsection (2), list all wastewater discharges and note the 

For assistance with water withdrawals and discharges, contact: The Water 
Division, Department of Environmental Services. 

type of discharge, source, and location and whether or not it is permitted by the state. 
c. Hydroelectric Resources 

List all known existing and potential sites for hydropower production. Identify the owner 
and location of each site, and when known, whether the structure is licensed by the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) or if the structure is exempt from 
FERC regulation. An excellent source of information about potential sites for 
hydroelectric energy production is the New Hampshire River Protection and Energy 
Development Project Final Report (New England Rivers Center, 1983), a copy of 

which can be obtained from the Rivers Coordinator. Other good sources of 
information about potential hydroelectric power sites are the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’National Hydro Electric Power Study (1980), and Water, Watts, and Wilds -
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Hydropower and Competing Uses in New England - Final Report of the New England 
River Basin Commission's Hydropower Expansion Study (1981). 

For assistance with hydroelectric resources, contact: The Water Division, 
Department of Environmental Services; individual dam owners; the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC); or the Rivers Coordinator, Department of 
Environmental Services for The New Hampshire River Protection and Energy 
Development Project Final Report (New England Rivers Center, 1983). 
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3. Cultural Resources 
a. Historical or Archaeological Resources 

For the purposes of the resource inventory, archaeological resources refer to evidence 
of Native American habitations while historical resource refers to the period from 
European settlement to the present. Describe any archaeological or historical 
resources that exist within the river or river corridor which have been listed or are 
eligible for listing on a federal or state resource listing (for example, the National 
Register of Historic Places). If known, indicate the level of significance (i.e., national, 
state, regional [New England], or local). In addition, note any local town histories, oral 
histories, or general historical knowledge about the use of the river or its corridor. For 
a listing of historic sites in the State contact the Department of Resources and 
Economic Development. 

For assistance with historical or archaeological resources, contact: The 
Division of Historical Resources, Department of Cultural Affairs; the Division of 
Parks and Recreation, Department of Resources and Economic Development; the 
New Hampshire Historical Society; Inherit New Hampshire; or town historical 
societies. 

b. Community Resource 

Briefly describe what the river means to the communities through which it flows. An 
example would be a discussion of how the river contributed to the historic development 
of the riverfront towns and what it means to those towns today. Indicate for example, if 
parks have been created along the river, redevelopment has centered on the river or if 
other efforts are being carried out to protect the river. Try to answer the question 
“What does river mean to you?” from the point of view of different people in the river 
communities. If the importance of the river is recognized in any official town 
documents, such as a master plan, include a reference to such documents. 
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For assistance with community resources, contact: The town selectmen; 
chambers of commerce; municipal recreation departments; conservation commissions; 
planning boards; historical societies; or the Regional Planning Commissions. 

4. Recreational Resources 
a. Fishery 

Identify the location and type of significant fisheries that are frequented by fishermen. 
Record if a river has a high quality fishery as determined by the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department. Also indicate areas that have potential to be significant 
fisheries. 

b. Boating 

Describe the types of boating experiences that the river offers, including descriptions in 
local or regional boating guidebooks. Note if the river attracts boaters from beyond the 
local area and if the river is used for motorized boating. Refer to the NH River 
Protection and Energy Development Project Final Report (New England Rivers Center 
Study, 1983) to determine the river’s significance as a recreational boating river. Also 
identify and locate potential recreational boating sites. 

c. Other Recreational Resources 

List other recreational activities that people enjoy either in or next to the river. This may 
include such things as swimming, hiking, camping, biking, bird watching and hunting. 
Identify ownership of recreational lands and facilities where possible. If there are areas 
with potential to be used for recreational activities, note these as well. 

? 14




Preparing a River Nomination 

d. Public Access 

List any locations that provide public access to the river. This list may include both 
formal and non-formal sites such as rights-of-way to bridge crossings which are often 
used as access points. Note the location, ownership, type of access (e.g., canoe only), 

For assistance with recreational resources, contact: The town recreation 
departments; the Division of Parks and Recreation, Department of Resources and 
Economic Development; the Fish and Game Department; the Office of State 
Planning; the Division of Safety Services, Department of Safety; watershed 
associations; the Appalachian Mountain Club River Guide; the New Hampshire Atlas 
and Gazetteer (DeLorme); the New England White Water River Guide (Gabler); or 
Rivers Coordinator for the New Hampshire River Protection and Energy Development 
Project Final Report (New England Rivers Center, 1983). 

and related facilities (e.g., parking) provided at each of these sites. 
5. Other Resources 

a. Scenic Resources 

Describe and identify the locations of any significant scenic views along the river. 
Consider both views of the river and those from the river. Views from public roads and 
trails may be included, and may be as diverse as a sight of the river from its banks to a 
view from a high point overlooking the river valley. Be sure to consider the viewpoint of 
various river users (e.g., canoeists, birders, etc.). Beauty is in the eye of the beholder -
- describe and identify the location of the views which are most pleasing to you. You 

For assistance with scenic resources, contact: The Regional Planning 
Commissions; the National Park Service; or the U.S. Forest Service (if appropriate). 

may wish to include photographs of these views with the nomination form. 
b. Land Use 

Describe the general patterns of current land use in the river corridor. Include the 
location of agricultural, residential, commercial, and industrial sites, solid waste 
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management facilities and lands used for forest management or which are 
undeveloped. Also include such features as roads along the river, railroads, bridges, 
and utility crossings. Identify the type and location of any proposals for major 

For assistance with land use, contact: The town planning boards; the Regional 
Planning Commissions; U.S. Geological Survey maps; or the Office of State 
Planning. 

developments within the river corridor. 
c. Land Use Controls 

List the municipalities within the river corridor that have existing master plans and/or 
zoning ordinances. Identify existing or significant local land use controls which affect 
the river and the river corridor (e.g., zoning ordinances, easements, subdivision 
regulations). 

For assistance with land use controls, contact: The Office of State Planning; the 
Regional Planning Commissions; or town planning boards and conservation 
commissions. 

d. Water Quantity 

List the location along the river of all operating stream gauge stations maintained by 
the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or the Department of 
Environmental Services. Indicate the number of years of record and whether it is a 

partial or full record. 

For assistance with water quantity, contact: The U.S. Geological Survey; U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers; or the Water Division, Department of Environmental 
Services. 
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e. Riparian Interests/ Flowage Rights 

Describe riparian interests within the corridor including flowage rights and historic water 
uses or legislative authorizations (for example, a town given legislative authorization to 
water for public consumption in the 19th century). 

For assistance with riparian interests/flowage rights, contact: Town offices; or the 
Water Resources Management section of the Water Division, Department of 
Environmental Services. 

Step 5: Build Local Support 

Public involvement and support are essential components to any successful river 
conservation effort and a river nomination is no exception. For the nomination (Part III of 
nomination form), river sponsors are asked to show evidence of public support, including 
letters of support from elected and appointed local officials. By law (RSA 483:6, I), the 
Sponsor is required to hold at least one public meeting before submitting the nomination to 
the Department of Environmental Services. This meeting must be advertised and written 
notice of the meeting must be given to all riverfront towns along the nominated segment. 
Regardless, public involvement should begin early and continue throughout the nomination 
process. Imagination and a concentrated effort are key to involving the public; a few 
examples of ways to build and show evidence of local support are described below. 

One of the most important techniques for building public support is to have a strong 
sponsoring organization for the river nomination. The process of developing a new river 
committee was discussed above in Step 2. If a sponsoring organization has strong 
representation from all of the towns along the river and if different interests are well-
represented, including local officials and community leaders, the work of the Sponsor will 
naturally be well-received by the general public. One way to strengthen the relationship 
between the Sponsor and the river communities is to ask for a simple endorsement from 
the towns along the river at town meeting. A sample warrant article appears in Appendix 
F. A Department of Environmental Services fact sheet and “answers to frequently asked 
questions”(FAQs) concerning the Rivers Program are included in Appendix G. They may 
be photocopied by the Sponsor for use in informing the public about the nomination. 
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While a Sponsor is working on a nomination, it is important to increase public 
awareness of the river, its resources, and the potential threats to both. Some ways to raise 
awareness of the river are to: 

? Issue a press release on the findings of a study on river resources. 

?	 Hold a public meeting to discuss local river protection efforts; show 
slides and maps of the river. 

? Write letters to the editors of the local and regional newspapers. 

?	 Hold a special event that involves the community, such as a river 
clean-up day or a boat race. 

? Invite the public to a wildlife-watching canoe trip, guided by a naturalist. 

? Invite a local politician to dedicate a new boat launch. 

? Start a water quality testing program. 

? Appear on a local radio station to discuss the river nomination. 

Another way to gain public support is to involve the public in the Sponsor's efforts. 
If the Sponsor is compiling an inventory of the natural resources of the river, a public 
meeting to review the results, or a public float trip to collect data, will gain allies among the 
public. Similarly, if the Sponsor begins to identify problems and develop solutions to 
situations threatening the protection of the river, a public meeting to discuss results will 
help people to understand the Sponsor’s actions and feel some ownership of the results. 

Public support for a river nomination can be demonstrated in many ways. Many river 
sponsors have focused on three techniques: surveys, new or existing local river plans, and 
letters of support from elected and appointed local boards and officials. 

A model landowner survey has been developed to gauge public support for river 
protection. This survey appears in Appendix H and may be used as is or can be modified 
to fit the needs of a particular river. The danger in using a survey, of course, is that it may 
show a lack of support for river protection. Before mailing out a survey, Sponsors should 
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feel confident that there is sufficient public awareness about the importance of the river. 
Surveys can be mailed to all riparian landowners or may be modified and mailed to all or a 
sample of town residents and landowners. Tax rolls are generally the most reliable source 
of landowner names and addresses. A community survey can be a fun group exercise for 
a Sponsor, and data entry and tabulation can be done by one person with access to a 
computer. 

In many communities, existing town planning documents show clear evidence of local 
support for river conservation and protection. For example, a local ordinance that requires 
new buildings to be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the river is evidence of local 
action to protect the river. Local master plans may include statements on the importance 
of the river that can also be used as evidence of local support for the river. 

As a sponsoring organization begins to collect letters of support to include with the 
nomination, effective and appropriate sources to contact include boards of selectmen, city 
councils, planning boards, and conservation commissions. Letters from these officials may 
take the form of a resolution or a simple statement of endorsement. Letters of support can 
also be solicited from local businesses, civic organizations, neighborhood associations, 
outdoor clubs, watershed groups and area legislators. Remember, a strong show of 
support at the local level can make the difference as to whether or not a nomination 
results in successful designation. 

Step 6: Determine Classification(s) for River or River Segments 

Each river designated into the Rivers Management and Protection Program must be 
classified according to the land use and instream characteristics that correspond most 
closely with the segment(s). Under the classification system established by law (RSA 
483:7a), rivers or segments may be classified as natural, rural, rural-community, or 
community. The Sponsor should consider the classification criteria outlined in the law 
when preparing a nomination. This is important because a river or segment must meet 
certain criteria for minimum length, water quality and minimum distance to roads to be 
eligible for specific classification(s). Refer to the complete text of the Rivers Management 
and Protection Act (RSA 483) in Appendix A for specific classification criteria and also the 
protection measures (defined in RSA 483:9, 9-a, 9-aa, and 9-b) that will be implemented if 
a river or segment is classified as natural, rural, rural-community, or community. 
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A simple way to determine which river classifications will be appropriate to propose 
in the nomination is to first divide the river into segments using natural or permanent 
landmarks such as confluences or political boundaries. Then using maps and local land 
use and zoning information as guides, determine which classification criteria are met and 
what protection measures are desired (as indicated by public support or disapproval) along 
each segment and decide on a suitable classification(s). The law requires that each 
segment’s start and end point, and mileage be identified in the nomination. 

The Sponsor should present findings or a description of each segment to back up 
the proposed classification for the nomination. If the Sponsor finds that a proposed 
classification for the river or segment does not meet the criteria for a particular river 
classification, but feels that the classification is appropriate and justifiable, then 
corresponding documentation should be included with the nomination. 

Step 7: Completing the River Nomination Form 

At this stage in the river nomination process, a river sponsor should have completed 
the resource inventory and been working to develop public support for the protection of the 
river. With these elements in place, it is time to begin filling out the river nomination form 
found in Appendix I. The nomination form is self-explanatory, but refer to Step 4 and do not 
hesitate to contact the Rivers Coordinator if there are any questions concerning the type of 
information being requested. A checklist of required information for a river nomination 
which corresponds to the nomination form is included in Appendix J. 

A river nomination must be typed directly on the nomination form, and additional pages 
may be used when the space provided is insufficient. Alternatively, a digital version of this 
form may be obtained from the Department of Environmental Services or from the DES 
Rivers Program web site at http://www.state.nh.us/des/riverpgm.htm. 

At least one map of the river and its corridor must be submitted as part of the 
nomination. At a minimum, this map must show the nominated river or segment, municipal 
boundaries, and roads. U.S. Geological Survey maps (scale 1:24,000) are ideal for this 
purpose, though a map of equivalent accuracy and detail may be substituted. A locator 
map showing the location of the river or segment within the state must also be included. It 
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is also an excellent idea to include additional maps showing the location of significant river 
resources. For example, a nomination may include both a general map of the river and 
separate maps showing land use, wildlife habitats (deer yards, wetlands, eagle roosting 
areas), dams, recreational areas, etc. Contact the State Rivers Coordinator for examples 
of maps prepared by other river groups. 

Step 8: Submit the Nomination 

All river nominations must be submitted directly to the Rivers Coordinator at the 
Department of Environmental Services on or before June 1 in order to be considered in the 
next legislative session. A nomination should be accompanied by a letter of submittal 
addressed to the Rivers Coordinator. You are required to submit two copies of the 
nomination; one should be easily reproduced (i.e., unbound, high quality print). Once 
submitted, all materials included with the nomination become the property of the NH 
Department of Environmental Services. 

Mail or deliver a completed river nomination to: 

Rivers Coordinator

N.H. Department of Environmental Services


6 Hazen Drive, PO Box 95


Concord, New Hampshire 03302-0095


Although there is no annual deadline for the submission of river nominations, 
Sponsors should remember that the law allows the Department 165 days to review and 
prepare a recommendation on a nomination. In order to ensure that an approved river 
nomination will be submitted to the State Legislature (General Court) for consideration by 
the beginning of the next legislative session, river sponsors should plan to submit the 
nomination to the Rivers Coordinator no later than June 1st. 
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Chapter III

The River Evaluation Process


Step 1: Rivers Coordinator Evaluation


Step 2: RMAC Evaluation


Step 3: Public Hearing


Step 4: Rivers Coordinator and RMAC Recommendations


Step 5: Commissioner Recommendations


Step 6: Legislative Review and Approval


After a river nomination is submitted, the Rivers Coordinator will review it to check for 
any missing or incomplete information. This review will be made on the basis of the 
nomination requirements listed in the administrative rules adopted by the Department to 
guide the submission, acceptance and review of river nominations (see Appendix K). If the 
nomination is incomplete, the Rivers Coordinator will notify the contact person within 30 
days to explain what information must be submitted to complete the nomination. As soon 
as the nomination is complete, the river evaluation process will begin. An outline of the 
steps in the river nomination process as required by law and by rule can be found in 
Appendix L. 

Step 1: Rivers Coordinator Evaluation 

By law, the Rivers Coordinator has 120 days to review and evaluate a river 
nomination. During this time, the Rivers Coordinator will evaluate the nomination using a 
system that has been designed to both identify significant resources and to ensure 
consistency in the manner in which each river nomination is evaluated. The system 
consists of a general evaluation and the awarding of points for the presence of significant 
resources within each resource category. 

Under the point system evaluation, the point total in each resource category (i.e., 
natural, managed, cultural, recreational and other) will be one factor considered in the river 
evaluation process. It is not necessary, nor is it expected, that a river receive a high point 
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total in all resource categories to be given a positive recommendation. The point system 
was developed to identify all, and in some cases, competing river resources. Therefore, a 
river with a high score in the natural resource category may receive a low score in the 
managed resource category (for example, a river flowing through national forest lands). 
Similarly, a river with a low score in the natural resource category may receive a high 
score in all three other categories (for example, a river flowing through a city). 

The point system will not be used to rank one river against other rivers -- it is a tool to 
identify the resources which are present on a given river and will be used primarily as a 
point of departure for the discussion of a river nomination. The point system evaluation 
will also serve as an indicator of the appropriate classification for a river (i.e., natural, rural, 
rural-community, community or some combination). 

Step 2: Rivers Management Advisory Committee Evaluation 

The Rivers Management Advisory Committee (RMAC) also takes part in the river 
evaluation process. The river sponsor will want to contact the RMAC about being placed 
on the Committee’s agenda for one of its meetings to make a presentation about the 
nominated river. This presentation is an opportunity to highlight the most outstanding 
resources of the nominated river, to answer questions from the committee members about 
the river nomination, and most importantly, to introduce the committee members to the 
river. This latter point is very important as few, if any, of the committee members are 
familiar with all of New Hampshire's rivers. 

The presentation should consist of a brief talk (maximum 20 minutes) and may also 
include a visual presentation such as a slide show or video tape. Experience with the 
previous round of river nominations has shown that a slide presentation is a very effective 
way to communicate the character of a river to the committee. It need not be a polished 
show: a series of organized slides showing river scenes, land uses, significant views, and 
other important resources the Sponsor believes are important will be very effective. It is 
sometimes helpful to arrange the slides or video tape at the headwaters and move 
downstream. The Sponsor might also consider inviting the RMAC to take a trip down the 
nominated river either by vehicle or by boat to better acquaint the members with the 
special qualities of the river. 
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The Rivers Coordinator can give further advice if the Sponsor has questions about the 
presentation to the RMAC. Sponsors may also contact the Rivers Coordinator for more 
information about what types of questions to expect from committee members. 

Step 3: Public Hearing 

By law, at least one public hearing must be held in a community along each nominated 
river to receive public comments on the nomination. The public hearing will be hosted 
jointly by the Rivers Coordinator and the Rivers Management Advisory Committee. The 
hearing provides both the Rivers Coordinator and the RMAC with an opportunity to gauge 
the level of public support for the river nomination. At the hearing, anyone wishing to 
comment on the nomination will be given an opportunity to speak. An opportunity will also 
be given for people who are unable to attend the hearing, or who do not wish to speak, to 
submit written comments. This public hearing is an important opportunity for the people 
who live in the towns and cities along the river to express their support for the designation 
of the river into the program. The Sponsor will want to make sure that local officials and 
other interested people are aware of the hearing and will attend to demonstrate and 
express their support for the river nomination. 

Step 4: Rivers Coordinator and RMAC Recommendations 

Following the public hearing, both the Rivers Coordinator and the RMAC will complete 
their evaluations and prepare recommendations consistent with the provisions of RSA 
483:6, IV, and Env-C 700, and with consideration of the comments received at the public 
hearing, those received from local boards and commissions and other comments 
submitted to the Rivers Coordinator concerning the river nomination. These 
recommendations will then be forwarded to the DES Commissioner for review and 
approval. The recommendations will include a summary of the resource values and 
characteristics which qualify the river for designation, an accounting of the points awarded 
in each resource category, the appropriate river classification(s), and a summary of 
demonstrated public support for the nomination. 
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The recommendations of the Rivers Coordinator and the RMAC will be based on the 
following factors. (See Appendix K for a complete set of the administrative rules governing 
the submittal and evaluation of river nominations): 

(1) Whether the river or segment(s) of such a river contain or represent either a 
significant statewide or local example of one or more of the following: 

(a) scenic or recreational resource;

(b) open space or natural resource;

(c) fisheries, wildlife, vegetation, and rare species or habitat;

(d) cultural, historical, or archaeological resource;

(e) hydrological or geological resource;

(f) water quality;

(g) scientific resource;

(h) community resource;

(I) current or projected withdrawals, discharges, or both, by public 


utilities and commercial or industrial users. 

(2) 	 Public hearing comments and other comments submitted to the Rivers 
Coordinator. 

(3) The level of demonstrated community support for the nomination. 

(4) The point system evaluation. 

Step 5: Commissioner Recommendation 

To decide whether to approve the nomination, the DES Commissioner will review the 
recommendations of the Rivers Coordinator and the RMAC and the river nomination on the 
basis of the factors listed above, and will determine whether the nomination is consistent 
with policies and intents defined in RSA 483:1 and RSA 483:2. By law, the Commissioner 
must forward all approved nominations in the form of a bill to the State Legislature 
(General Court) for consideration in the next legislative session. Generally, this bill will 
simply identify the river or segment to be designated and adopt the appropriate river 
classification. (For example, “Lamprey River-- mainstem from the Epping-Lee town line to 
the Durham-Newmarket town line as a rural river”). In addition, the Rivers Coordinator will 
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prepare a "Report to the General Court" for each approved nomination which describes the 
resource values and characteristics which qualify the river for designation and presents 
the Department's recommendations for the nominated river. 

Step 6: Legislative Review and Approval 

The State Legislature (General Court) will consider a bill to designate a river or 
segment into the Rivers Management and Protection Program in the same manner that it 
considers any piece of legislation. For example, if the river designation bill is a House 
Bill, it will be sent to a House committee for a public hearing to receive comments on the 
recommended designation. The committee will send the bill to the full House for a vote 
with a recommendation that the bill "ought to pass," is "inexpedient to legislate" or be sent 
to "interim study." If the bill is passed, it will be sent to the Senate and the public 
hearing/voting process will be repeated. If the Senate approves the bill, it will be sent to 
the Governor for signature. Again, a strong demonstration of public support is often critical 
to the successful passage of a bill seeking river designation by the State Legislature. 
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Chapter 483


New Hampshire Rivers Management and Protection Program


(Compiled by the NH Department of Environmental Services - July 1997) 

483:1  Statement of Policy

483:2  Program Established; Intent.

483:3  Rivers Coordinator.

483:4  Definitions.

483:5  Coordination With Federal Statutes.

483:6  Nominations; Criteria.

483:7  Legislative Designation.

483:7-a  River Classification Criteria; Management.

483:8  Rivers Management Advisory Committee; 


Establishment. 
483:8-a  Local River Management Advisory 

Committees; Establishment; Duties. 
483:9  Natural Rivers Protection. 
483:9-a  Rural River Protection. 
483:9-aa Rural-Community Rivers Protection. 

483:9-b  Community Rivers Protection. 

483:9-c  Establishment of Protected Instream Flows.

483:10  Rivers Corridor Management Plans.

483:10-a Long-Range River Management Plans.

483:10-b Withholding of Section 401 Certification.

483:11  Rulemaking.

483:12  Consistency of State Action.

483:12-a State Action; Notification of Rivers 


Coordinator; Petition for Review. 
483:12-b Subject to Other Laws; Existing 

Hydroelectric Facilities. 
483:13  Acceptance and Expenditure of Funds. 
483:14  Disposition of State Property. 
483:15  Rivers Designated for Protection. 

483:1 Statement of Policy.  New Hampshire's rivers and streams comprise one of its most 
important natural resources, historically vital to New Hampshire's commerce, industry, tourism, and 
the quality of life of New Hampshire people. It is the policy of the state to ensure the continued 
viability of New Hampshire rivers as valued economic and social assets for the benefit of present 
and future generations. The state shall encourage and assist in the development of river corridor 
management plans and regulate the quantity and quality of instream flow along certain protected 
rivers or segments of rivers to conserve and protect outstanding characteristics including 
recreational, fisheries, wildlife, environmental, cultural, historical, archaeological, scientific, 
ecological, aesthetic, community significance, agricultural, and public water supply so that these 
valued characteristics shall endure as part of the river uses to be enjoyed by New Hampshire people. 

483:2 Program Established; Intent.  There is established within the department of 
environmental services the New Hampshire rivers management and protection program. It is the 
intent of the legislature that the New Hampshire rivers management and protection program shall 
complement and reinforce existing state and federal water quality laws, and that instream flows are 
maintained along protected rivers, or segments thereof, in a manner that will enhance or not diminish 
the enjoyment of outstanding river characteristics pursuant to RSA 483:1. It is also the intent of the 
legislature that, through said program, the scenic beauty and recreational potential of such rivers 
shall be restored and maintained, that riparian interests shall be respected, and that nothing in this 
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chapter shall be interpreted to preempt any land and zoning authority granted to municipal bodies 
under RSA title LXIV. 

483:3 Rivers Coordinator.  There is established in the office of planning, department of 
environmental services, a state rivers coordinator, who shall be a classified employee qualified by 
reason of education and experience, and who shall administer the New Hampshire rivers 
management and protection program. 

483:4 Definitions. In this chapter: 
I. "Advisory committee" means the rivers management advisory committee established in RSA 

483:8. 
II. "Agriculture" means agriculture as defined in RSA 21:34-a. 
III. "Breached dam" means any dam which impounds water at less than 80 percent of its original 

design level at seasonal high flows and for which the original configuration of the dam can still be 
determined. 

IV. "Channel alteration" means any human activity which changes the character of a river or 
stream channel including, but not limited to, filling, dredging, relocating, excavating, cleaning, 
deepening, widening, straightening or riprapping. 

V. "Commissioner" means the commissioner, department of environmental services. 
VI. "Dam" means any artificial barrier, including appurtenant works, across a river which 

impounds or diverts water. 
VII. "Department" means the department of environmental services. 
VIII. "Designated river" means that portion of a river which has been specifically designated by 

the general court pursuant to RSA 483:15. 
IX. "Existing dam" means any dam which has not deteriorated or been breached or modified to 

the point where it no longer impounds water at 80 percent or more of its original design level at 
seasonal high flows. 

IX-a. "Flowage right" means an easement to flow water over the land of others. 
X. "Free-flowing," as applied to any river or river segment, means existing or flowing in a natural 

condition without artificial impoundment, diversion, channel alterations, or other modifications and 
without consideration of upstream flow management. 

XI. "Instream public uses" means those uses which comprise the state's interests in surface 
waters including, but not limited to: navigation; recreation; fishing; storage; conservation; 
maintenance and enhancement of aquatic and fish life; fish and wildlife habitat; wildlife; the 
protection of water quality and public health; pollution abatement; aesthetic beauty; and hydroelectric 
energy production. 

XII.  "Interbasin transfer" means any transfer of water for use from one river drainage basin to 
another. 

XIII. "New dam" means any dam which requires the construction or enlargement of any 
impoundment or diversion structure. 
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XIV. "New hydroelectric power facilities" means the construction, operation, or installation of 
electric generating units at dams where no hydroelectric power generation has occurred for a period 
of 6 years or more. 

XV. "Office" means the office of planning, department of environmental services. 
XVI. "Protected instream flow" means a constant minimum stream flow level established to 

maintain water for present and future instream public uses. 
XVII. "River" means a flowing body of water or a segment or tributary of such water body. 
XVIII. "River corridor" means the river and the land area located within a distance of 1,320 feet 

of the normal high water mark or to the landward extent of the 100 year floodplain as designated by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, whichever distance is larger. 

XIX. "River drainage basin" means the Androscoggin, Coastal, Connecticut, Merrimack, 
Piscataqua, and Saco river basins as delineated on a map compiled by the department. 

483:5 Coordination With Federal Statutes. For the purposes of section 10(a)(2)(A) of the 
Federal Power Act, those rivers or segments designated under this chapter and any state or local 
management plans developed pursuant to this chapter shall constitute one element of the state 
comprehensive plan for river conservation and development. Designated rivers or segments shall 
constitute protected waterways under the provisions of the Public Utilities Regulatory Policies Act, 
section 210(j)(2), 16 U.S.C. section 824a-3(j)(2). 

483:6 Nominations; Criteria. 
I. Any New Hampshire organization or resident may nominate a river or any segment or 

segments of such river for protection by submitting to the commissioner a description of the river or 
segment or segments of such river and its values and characteristics. The completed nomination 
shall be submitted to the rivers coordinator on or before June 1 in order for it to be considered in the 
next legislative session. This nomination shall include, but not be limited to, an assessment of 
fisheries; geologic and hydrologic features; vegetation; wildlife; historical and archaeological 
features; open space and recreation features and potential; water quality and quantity; dams, 
buildings, and other man-made structures; riparian interests, including flowage rights known by the 
nominating individual or group, and other pertinent instream and riverbank information. The 
nominating party shall hold at least one public meeting on the information prior to final submittal to 
the commissioner. The nominating party shall advertise the meeting in cooperation with the rivers 
coordinator and shall give written notice to the governing body of any municipality where segments of 
the river are located. The rivers coordinator shall provide assistance to the nominating party in the 
presentation of the nomination at the public meeting. 

II. The rivers coordinator shall assist and cooperate with the nominator or nominating 
organization and shall, within 120 days of receipt of a nomination, review the nomination and prepare 
a recommendation for review by the commissioner under the criteria established in paragraph V and 
adopted by rules under RSA 483:11, II. 
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III. The rivers coordinator, in cooperation with the advisory committee, shall hold at least one 
public hearing in a community along the nominated river or segment of such river to receive public 
comment on the nomination. Public hearing comments on the nomination, comments on the 
nomination from local boards and commissions, factors listed in RSA 483:6, IV(a) as further defined 
in rules adopted under RSA 483:11, II, and other public comments on the nomination submitted to 
the rivers coordinator shall be considered by the rivers coordinator and the advisory committee when 
preparing a recommendation for review by the commissioner. 

IV. The commissioner shall review the nomination within 45 days. The commissioner shall, in 
reviewing a nomination under this chapter, consider the following factors: 

(a) Whether the river, or segment or segments of such river, contain or represent either a 
significant statewide or local example of one or more of the following: 

(1) Scenic or recreational resource. 
(2) Open space or natural resource. 
(3) Fisheries, wildlife, vegetation, and rare species or habitat. 
(4) Cultural, historical, or archaeological resource. 
(5) Hydrological or geological resource. 
(6) Water quality. 
(7) Scientific resource. 
(8) Community resource. 
(9) Current and projected withdrawals, discharges, or both, by public utilities and 

commercial or industrial users. 
(b) Public hearing comments on the nomination and other public comments submitted to the 

rivers coordinator. 
(c) The recommendation of the rivers coordinator. 
(d) The recommendation of the advisory committee. 

V. If the commissioner, after reviewing a nomination and considering the factors in RSA 483:6, 
IV, determines that designation of the river, or segment or segments of such river, would be 
consistent with the purpose of this chapter, the commissioner shall forward the nomination to the 
general court for review and legislative approval according to RSA 483:7. 

483:7 Legislative Designation. 
I. Any nomination approved by the commissioner shall require review and approval by the 

general court prior to inclusion in the program. Such action shall be filed as a bill in the next 
legislative session following the nomination. 

II. 	Any nomination which is forwarded to the general court for review and approval shall include: 
(a) A map showing the boundaries of the river or segment; 
(b) A report which specifies the values and characteristics which qualify the river or segment 

for designation; and 
(c) The classifications of the proposed designation pursuant to RSA 483:7-a. 
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483:7-a River Classification Criteria; Management. 
I. Those rivers or segments designated for inclusion in the program shall be classified as one or 

more of the following: 
(a) Natural rivers are free-flowing rivers or segments characterized by the high quality of 

natural and scenic resources. River shorelines are in primarily natural vegetation and river corridors 
are generally undeveloped. Development, if any, is limited to forest management and scattered 
housing. For natural rivers, the following criteria and management objectives shall apply: 

(1) The minimum length of any segment shall be 5 miles. 
(2) Existing water quality shall be not lower than Class B level pursuant to the water 

quality standards established under RSA 485-A:8. 
(3) The minimum distance from the river shoreline to a paved road open to the public for 

motor vehicle use shall be 250 feet, except where a vegetative or other natural barrier exists 
which effectively screens the sight and sound of motor vehicles for a majority of the length of 
the river or segment. 

(4) Management of natural rivers and segments shall perpetuate their natural condition 
as defined in this chapter and shall consider, protect, and ensure the rights of riparian owners 
to use the river for forest management, agricultural, public water supply, and other purposes 
which are compatible with instream public uses of the river and the management and 
protection of the resources for which the river or segment is designated. 
(b) Rural rivers are those rivers or segments adjacent to lands which are partially or 

predominantly used for agriculture, forest management and dispersed or clustered residential 
development. Some instream structures may exist, including low dams, diversion works and other 
minor modifications. The following criteria and management objectives shall apply to rural rivers: 

(1) The minimum length of any segment shall be 3 miles. 
(2) Existing water quality shall be at least Class B level pursuant to the water quality 

standards established under RSA 485-A:8 or have the potential for restoration to that level. 
(3) There shall be no minimum distance from the shoreline to an existing road. Roads 

may parallel the river shoreline with regular bridge crossings and public access sites. 
(4) Management of rural rivers and segments shall maintain and enhance the natural, 

scenic, and recreational values of the river and shall consider, protect and ensure the rights 
of riparian owners to use the river for agricultural, forest management, public water supply, 
and other purposes which are compatible with the instream public uses of the river and the 
management and protection of the resources for which the river or segment is designated. 
(c) Rural-community rivers are those rivers or segments which flow through developed or 

populated areas of the state and which possess existing or potential community resource values 
such as those defined in official municipal plans or land use controls. Such rivers have mixed land 
uses in the corridor reflecting some combination of open space, agricultural, residential, commercial 
and industrial land uses. Such rivers are readily accessible by road or railroad and may include 
impoundments or diversions. The following criteria and management objectives shall apply to 
rural-community rivers: 
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(1) The minimum length of any segment shall be 3 miles. 
(2) Existing water quality shall be at least Class B level pursuant to the water quality 

standards established under RSA 485-A:8, or have the potential for restoration to that level. 
(3) Management of rural-community rivers and segments shall maintain and enhance the 

natural, scenic, recreational and community values of the river and shall consider, protect, 
and ensure the rights of riparian owners to use the river for such uses as agricultural, forest 
management, public water supply, residential, recreational, commercial, industrial, flood 
control, and other community uses which are compatible with the instream public uses of the 
river and the management and protection of the resources for which the river or segment is 
designated. 
(d) Community rivers are those rivers or segments which flow through developed or 

populated areas of the state and which possess existing or potential community resource values, 
such as those identified in official municipal plans or land use controls. Such rivers have mixed land 
uses in the corridor reflecting some combination of open space, agricultural, residential, commercial 
and industrial land uses. Such rivers are readily accessible by road or railroad, may include existing 
impoundments or diversions, or potential sites for new impoundments or diversions for hydropower, 
flood control or water supply purposes, and may include the urban centers of municipalities. The 
following criteria and management objectives shall apply to community rivers: 

(1) The minimum length of any segment shall be one mile. 
(2) Existing water quality shall be at least Class B level pursuant to the water quality 

standards established under RSA 485-A:8, or have the potential for restoration to that level. 
(3) Management of community rivers and segments shall maintain and enhance the 

natural, scenic, recreational and community values of the river and shall consider, protect, 
and ensure the rights of riparian owners to use the river for such uses as agricultural, forest 
management, public water supply, residential, recreational, commercial, industrial, flood 
control and hydroelectric energy production purposes which are compatible with the instream 
public uses of the river and the management and protection of the resources for which the 
river or segment is designated. 

II. The existence of limited exceptions to the criteria for a certain classification under this section 
shall not necessarily exclude a river or segment from that classification. The river or segment shall 
be examined as a whole, and the classification of such river or segment shall be based on the 
overall values and characteristics of such river or segment. 

483:8 Rivers Management Advisory Committee; Establishment.  There is established a rivers 
management advisory committee appointed by the governor and council. At least 3 committee 
members shall represent the North Country and all members shall be New Hampshire residents. 

I. The advisory committee shall include: 
(a) A representative of public water suppliers who shall be an officer or employee of any 

municipal or privately owned water works in the state. 
(b) An elected municipal officer nominated by the New Hampshire Municipal Association. 
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(c) A member of the fish and game commission. 
(d) A representative of the Business and Industry Association chosen from a list of 3 

nominees. 
(e) A representative of the Granite State Hydropower Association chosen from a list of 3 

nominees. 
(f) A conservation commission member chosen from a list of 3 nominees submitted by the 

New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions. 
(g) A representative of the conservation community chosen from a list of 3 nominees 

submitted by the Society for Protection of New Hampshire Forests, Audubon Society, and the New 
Hampshire Wildlife Federation. 

(h) A representative of recreational interests chosen from a list of 3 nominees submitted by 
the New Hampshire Rivers Campaign and the Appalachian Mountain Club. 

(i) A representative of historic/archaeological interests chosen from a list of 3 nominees 
submitted by the New Hampshire Historical Society. 

II. The director of the office of state planning, the executive director of the fish and game 
department, the commissioner of resources and economic development, and the commissioner of 
the department of agriculture or their designees shall serve as nonvoting members of the committee. 

III. The terms of state agency members shall be the same as their terms in office. The members 
shall serve 3-year terms, except that the terms of the initial members appointed under 
subparagraphs I(a), (d), and (g) shall be one year, and those appointed under subparagraphs I(b), 
(e), and (h) shall be 2 years. 

IV. The commissioner shall convene the first meeting no later than September 15, 1988. The 
committee shall elect a chairman and vice chairman. Subsequent meetings shall be at the call of the 
chair, or at the request of 5 or more committee members. The rivers coordinator under RSA 483:3 
shall serve as secretary and staff to the committee. 

V. The advisory committee shall advise the commissioner and rivers coordinator in implementing 
the purposes of this chapter. 

VI. No state-owned property adjacent to or providing access to a river or river segment shall be 
recommended for disposal by the council on resources and development except upon the review and 
recommendation of the advisory committee established under this section. 

483:8-a Local River Management Advisory Committees; Establishment; Duties. 
I. The commissioner shall appoint a local river management advisory committee for each 

designated river or segment. Committee members shall be chosen from lists of nominees submitted 
by the local governing bodies of the municipalities through which the designated river or segment 
flows. The commissioner shall appoint at least one person from each municipality to the local river 
management advisory committee. All members of such committees shall be New Hampshire 
residents. 

II. Each committee shall be composed of at least 7 members who represent a broad range of 
interests in the vicinity of the designated river or segment. These interests shall include, but not be 
limited to, local government, business, conservation interests, recreation, agriculture, and riparian 
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landowners. If an interest is not represented by the local governing bodies' nominations, the 
commissioner may appoint a member from the vicinity of the designated river or segment, to the 
local river management advisory committee who will represent that interest. County commissioners 
shall be permitted to nominate members to the local river management advisory committee in 
unincorporated towns or unorganized places. Each member shall serve a term of 3 years. 

III. The duties of such committees shall be: 
(a) To advise the commissioner, the advisory committee, and the municipalities through 

which the designated river or segment flows on matters pertaining to the management of the river or 
segment. Municipal officials, boards, and agencies shall inform such committees of actions which 
they are considering in managing and regulating activities within designated rivers. 

(b) To consider and comment on any federal, state, or local governmental plans to approve, 
license, fund or construct facilities that would alter the resource values and characteristics for which 
the river or segment is designated. 

(c) To develop or assist in the development and adoption of local river corridor management 
plans under RSA 483:10. The local planning board, or, in the absence of a planning board, the local 
governing body, may adopt such plans pursuant to RSA 675:6 as an adjunct to the local master plan 
adopted under 674:4. No such plan shall have any regulatory effect unless implemented through 
properly adopted ordinances. 

(d) To report annually to the advisory committee and the commissioner on the status of 
compliance with federal and state laws and regulations, local ordinances, and plans relevant to the 
designated river or segment and corridor. 

IV. In the case of the Connecticut River, the commissioner shall appoint the New Hampshire 
Connecticut River Valley resource commission as the local river management advisory committee to 
work with the Vermont Connecticut River Watershed Advisory Commission as provided in RSA 
227-E. A minimum of 5 subcommittees shall be established by the Connecticut River Valley 
resource commission along the river between Vermont and New Hampshire as provided in RSA 
483:8-a, II. Vermont residents may be appointed in an advisory capacity to the local river 
management advisory committee, except where the Connecticut River is exclusively intrastate. 

V. In order to establish the tax exempt status of local river management advisory committees 
established under this section, such advisory committees are deemed to be governmental 
instrumentalities having a distinct legal existence separate from the state and shall not be 
considered as departments of state government. The exercise by a local river management advisory 
committee of any authority granted by this section shall be deemed to be the performance of public 
and essential governmental functions not otherwise fulfilled by state government. 

483:9 Natural Rivers Protection.  The following protection measures shall apply to a river or 
segment designated as a natural river: 

I. No dam or other structure or improvement that impedes or significantly alters the free-flowing 
condition or natural character of the river or segment shall be permitted, certified, constructed, or 
operated in such river or segment. 
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II. No interbasin transfers of water from a designated natural river or segment shall be permitted. 
III. No channel alteration activities shall be permitted, except that the commissioner may 

approve temporary channel alterations in conjunction with the repair or maintenance of a bridge, 
road, or riprap which is in place at the time a river or segment is designated. 

IV. A protected instream flow level shall be established by the commissioner for each designated 
natural river or segment and any upstream impoundment or diversion facility which may affect the 
free-flowing condition or natural character of the designated river or segment pursuant to RSA 
483:9-c. 

V. Water quality shall be maintained at, or restored to the Class A level, or maintained at the 
Class B level. Each designated natural river or segment shall constitute an outstanding natural 
resource water pursuant to the standards adopted under RSA 485-A:8. The department shall review 
and consider adopted local river corridor management plans prior to issuing any permit under RSA 
485-A:13 or RSA 485-A:17. 

VI. Any new solid waste storage or treatment facility, as defined in RSA 149-M:1, VIII shall be 
set back a minimum of 250 feet from the normal high water mark of a designated natural river or 
segment and screened with a vegetative or other natural barrier to minimize visual impact, except: 

(a)  New solid waste landfills shall not be permitted within the corridor of a designated natural 
river or segment; 

(b) Existing, permitted and secure solid waste landfills shall not be expanded within the 500 
year floodplain of a designated natural river or segment and any expansion of such a landfill located 
within the corridor of a designated natural river or segment shall be set back a minimum of 100 feet 
from the landward extent of the 500 year floodplain and screened from the river with a vegetative or 
other natural barrier to minimize visual impact; 

(c) Any land application of solid waste as defined in RSA 149-M:1, XIX, except manure, lime 
and wood ash used for fertilizer, and sludge and septage shall be immediately incorporated into the 
soil and shall be set back a minimum of 250 feet from the normal high water mark of a designated 
natural river or segment; 

(d) An existing solid waste facility which is located within 250 feet of the normal high water 
mark of a designated natural river or segment may continue to operate under an existing permit 
provided it does not cause degradation to an area in excess of that area under permit at the time of 
designation; and 

(e) The department may permit a resource recovery operation at an existing landfill located 
within 250 feet of the normal high water mark of a designated natural river or segment. 

VII. No new hazardous waste facilities as defined in RSA 147-A:2 which store hazardous waste 
for more than 90 days, shall be permitted within the corridor of a designated natural river or segment. 

VIII. No motorized watercraft shall be permitted to operate on a designated natural river or 
segment, except for emergency purposes. 

483:9-a Rural River Protection.  The following protection measures shall apply to a river or 
segment designated as a rural river: 
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I. No new dams shall be permitted, certified, constructed, operated or maintained in such river or 
segment. The repair of a structural failure of a dam which is in place at the time a river or segment 
is designated shall not be considered to be a new dam if such dam is repaired or reconstructed at 
the same location and with the same impoundment level within 6 years of the date of failure. 

II. Notwithstanding paragraph I, the department may approve permits and certificates for the 
construction, operation, or maintenance of new hydroelectric power facilities at existing dams 
provided that: 

(a) The operational mode of any proposed facility shall be run-of-the-river, with project 
outflow equal to project inflow on an instantaneous basis and the project does not significantly alter 
the natural flow characteristics of the river; and 

(b) The proposed facility does not provide for diversion of the river above or below the 
existing dam for a significant distance; and 

(c) The height of the impoundment is constant and is not raised above the maximum historic 
level of impoundment at that site. 

III. No interbasin transfers of water from a designated rural river or segment shall be permitted. 
IV. No new channel alteration activities shall be permitted which interfere with or alter the natural 

flow characteristics of the river or segment or which adversely affect the resources for which the river 
or segment is designated. However, the commissioner may approve such channel alterations as 
may be necessary for the construction, repair, or maintenance of a project, including public water 
supply intake facilities in the river or river corridor. The department shall encourage the use of native 
vegetation to stabilize streambanks of designated rural rivers. 

V. A protected instream flow level shall be established by the commissioner for each designated 
rural river or segment and any upstream impoundment or diversion facility which may affect the 
natural flow characteristics or natural character of the designated river or segment pursuant to RSA 
483:9-c. 

VI. Water quality shall be restored to or maintained at least at the Class B level. Significant 
adverse impacts on water quality or other instream public uses shall not be permitted. The 
department shall review and consider adopted local river corridor management plans prior to issuing 
any permit under RSA 485-A:13, RSA 485-A:17, or RSA 482-A. 

VII. Any new solid waste storage or treatment facility, as defined in RSA 149-M:1, VIII shall be 
set back a minimum of 250 feet from the normal high water mark of a designated rural river or 
segment and screened with a vegetative or other natural barrier to minimize visual impact, except: 

(a) New solid waste landfills shall not be permitted within the 500 year floodplain of a 
designated rural river or segment and any new solid waste landfill located within the corridor of a 
designated rural river or segment shall be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the landward extent 
of the 500 year floodplain and screened from the river with a vegetative or other natural barrier to 
minimize visual impact; 

(b) Any land application of solid waste as defined in RSA 149-M:1, XIX, except manure, lime 
and wood ash used for fertilizer, and sludge and septage shall be immediately incorporated into the 
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soil and shall be set back a minimum of 250 feet from the normal high water mark of a designated 
rural river or segment; 

(c) An existing solid waste facility which is located within 250 feet of the normal high water 
mark of a designated rural river or segment may continue to operate under an existing permit 
provided it does not cause degradation to an area in excess of that area under permit at the time of 
designation; and 

(d) The department may permit a resource recovery operation at an existing landfill located 
within 250 feet of the normal high water mark of a designated rural river or segment. 

VIII. Any motorized watercraft operating within 150 feet of the shoreline of a designated rural 
river or segment shall travel at the slowest possible speed necessary to maintain steerage way, but 
at no time shall exceed 6 miles per hour. 

483:9-aa Rural-Community Rivers Protection.  The following protection measures shall apply 
to rivers or segments designated as a rural-community river: 

I. No new dams shall be permitted, certified, constructed, operated or maintained in such river or 
segment. The repair of a structural failure of a dam which is in place at the time a river or segment 
is designated shall not be considered to be a new dam if repaired or reconstructed at the same 
location and with the same impoundment level within 6 years of the date of failure. 

II. Notwithstanding paragraph I, the department may approve permits and certificates for the 
construction, operation, or maintenance of new hydroelectric power facilities at existing dams 
provided that: 

(a) The operational mode of any proposed facility shall be run-of-the-river, with project 
outflow equal to project inflow on an instantaneous basis and the project does not significantly alter 
the natural flow characteristics of the river; and 

(b) The proposed facility does not provide for diversion of the river or segment above or 
below the existing dam for a significant distance; and 

(c) The height of the impoundment is constant and is not raised above the maximum historic 
level of impoundment at that site. 

III. No interbasin transfers of water from a designated rural-community river or segment shall be 
permitted. 

IV. No new channel alteration activities shall be permitted which interfere with or alter the natural 
flow characteristics of the river or segment or which adversely affect the resources for which the river 
or segment is designated. However, the commissioner may approve such channel alterations as 
may be necessary for the construction, repair, or maintenance of a project including public water 
supply intake facilities in the river or river corridor. The department shall encourage the use of native 
vegetation to stabilize streambanks of designated rural-community rivers. 

V. A protected instream flow level shall be established by the commissioner for each designated 
rural-community river or segment and any upstream impoundment or diversion facility which may 
affect the natural flow characteristics of such river or segment pursuant to RSA 483:9-c. 
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VI. Water quality shall be restored or maintained at least at the Class B level. Significant 
adverse impacts on water quality or other instream public uses shall not be permitted. The 
department shall review and consider adopted local river corridor management plans prior to issuing 
any permit under RSA 485-A:13, RSA 485-A:17 or RSA 482-A. 

VII. Any new solid waste storage or treatment facility, as defined in RSA 149-M:1, VIII shall be 
set back a minimum of 250 feet from the normal high water mark of a designated rural-community 
river or segment and screened with a vegetative or other natural barrier to minimize visual impact, 
except: 

(a) New solid waste landfills shall not be permitted within the 500 year floodplain of a 
designated rural-community river or segment and any new solid waste landfill located within the 
corridor of a designated rural-community river or segment shall be set back a minimum of 100 feet 
from the landward extent of the 500 year floodplain and screened from the river with a vegetative or 
other natural barrier to minimize visual impact; 

(b) Any land application of solid waste as defined in RSA 149-M:1, XIX, except manure, lime 
and wood ash used for fertilizer, and sludge and septage shall be immediately incorporated into the 
soil and shall be set back a minimum of 250 feet from the normal high water mark of a designated 
rural-community river or segment; 

(c) An existing solid waste facility which is located within 250 feet of the normal high water 
mark of a designated rural-community river or segment may continue to operate under an existing 
permit provided it does not cause degradation to an area in excess of that area under permit at the 
time of designation; and 

(d) The department may permit a resource recovery operation at an existing landfill located 
within 250 feet of the normal high water mark of a designated rural-community river or segment. 

VIII. Any motorized watercraft operating within 150 feet of the shoreline of a designated 
rural-community river or segment shall travel at the slowest possible speed necessary to maintain 
steerage way, but at no time shall exceed 6 miles per hour. 

483:9-b Community Rivers Protection.  The following protection measures shall apply to rivers 
or segments designated as a community river: 

I. The department may approve permits for the construction of new dams for public water 
supply, flood control or hydroelectric energy production purposes if such construction is consistent 
with management and protection of the resources for which the river or segment is designated. 

II. The department may approve permits and certificates for the construction, operation, or 
maintenance of new hydroelectric power facilities at existing or breached dams provided that: 

(a) The operational mode of any proposed facility shall be run-of-the-river, with project 
outflow equal to project inflow on an instantaneous basis and the project does not significantly alter 
the natural flow characteristics of the river; and 

(b) The proposed facility does not provide for diversion of the river or segment above or 
below the existing dam for a significant distance; and 
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(c) The height of the impoundment is constant and, for existing or breached dams, is not 
raised above the maximum historic level of impoundment at that site. 

III. No interbasin transfers of water from a designated community river or segment shall be 
permitted. 

IV. No new channel alteration activities shall be permitted which interfere with or alter the natural 
flow characteristics of the river or segment or which adversely affect the resources for which the river 
or segment is designated. However, the commissioner may approve such channel alterations as 
may be necessary for the construction, repair, or maintenance of a project including public water 
supply intake facilities in the river or river corridor. The department shall encourage the use of native 
vegetation to stabilize streambanks of designated community rivers. 

V. A protected instream flow level shall be established by the commissioner for each designated 
community river or segment and any upstream impoundment or diversion facility which may affect 
the natural flow characteristics of such river or segment pursuant to RSA 483-A:9-c. 

VI. Water quality shall be restored or maintained at least at the Class B level. Significant 
adverse impacts on water quality or other instream public uses shall not be permitted. The 
department shall review and consider adopted local river corridor management plans prior to issuing 
any permit under RSA 485-A:13, RSA 485-A:17 or RSA 482-A. 

VII. Any new solid waste storage or treatment facility, as defined in RSA 149-M:1, VIII shall be 
set back a minimum of 250 feet from the normal high water mark of a designated community river or 
segment and screened with a vegetative or other natural barrier to minimize visual impact, except: 

(a) New solid waste landfills shall not be permitted within the 500 year floodplain of a 
designated community river or segment and any new solid waste landfill located within the corridor of 
a designated community river or segment shall be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the landward 
extent of the 500 year floodplain and screened from the river with a vegetative or other natural 
barrier to minimize visual impact; 

(b) Any land application of solid waste as defined in RSA 149-M:1, XIX, except manure, lime 
and wood ash used for fertilizer, and sludge and septage shall be immediately incorporated into the 
soil and shall be set back a minimum of 250 feet from the normal high water mark of a designated 
community river or segment; 

(c) An existing solid waste facility which is located within 250 feet of the normal high water 
mark of a designated community river or segment may continue to operate under an existing permit 
provided it does not cause degradation to an area in excess of that area under permit at the time of 
designation; and 

(d) The department may permit a resource recovery operation at an existing landfill located 
within 250 feet of the normal high water mark of a designated community river or segment. 

VIII. Any motorized watercraft operating within 150 feet of the shoreline of a designated 
community river or segment shall travel at the slowest possible speed necessary to maintain 
steerage way, but at no time shall exceed 6 miles per hour. 

483:9-c Establishment of Protected Instream Flows. 
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I. The commissioner, in consultation with the advisory committee, shall adopt rules under RSA 
541-A specifying the standards, criteria, and procedures by which a protected instream flow shall be 
established and enforced for each designated river or segment. Each protected instream flow shall 
be established and enforced to maintain water for instream public uses and to protect the resources 
for which the river or segment is designated. Instream public uses shall include the state's interests 
in surface waters, including, but not limited to, navigation; recreation; fishing; storage; conservation; 
maintenance and enhancement of aquatic and fish life; fish and wildlife habitat; wildlife; the 
protection of water quality and public health; pollution abatement; aesthetic beauty; and hydroelectric 
energy production. 

II. One public hearing shall be held in at least one municipality along the designated river or 
segment to receive public comment on the establishment of a proposed protected instream flow. 

III. The procedure adopted under this section shall include an assessment of the effect of a 
protected instream flow upon existing hydroelectric power generation, water supply, flood control, 
and other riparian users. For any portion of a designated river or segment where a protected 
instream flow would affect the operation of an existing hydroelectric power facility within or upstream 
from the designated river or segment, the commissioner shall request the assistance of the public 
utilities commission in order to assess the effect of a protected instream flow upon such facility. 

IV. The protected instream flow levels established under this section shall be maintained at all 
times, except when inflow is less than the protected instream flow level as a result of natural causes 
or when the commissioner determines that a public water supply emergency exists which affects 
public health and safety. 

V. The maintenance of protected instream flows shall constitute a condition of any permit issued 
by the department for any project or activity within a designated river or segment and corridor. 

VI. Any party who is aggrieved by a determination establishing such protected instream flows 
may petition the commissioner for a hearing to review such determination within 30 days of the date 
the determination is issued. The filing of such petition shall stay the implementation of the 
determination until a final decision has been rendered on the petition or an appeal taken pursuant to 
RSA 541. 

483:10 Rivers Corridor Management Plans. 
I. The rivers coordinator, with the cooperation and assistance of the office of state planning, 

shall develop detailed guidelines for river corridor management plans, including but not limited to 
model shoreline protection ordinances. The rivers coordinator shall hold a public hearing regarding 
the proposed guidelines and model ordinances. The rivers coordinator shall provide technical 
assistance to regional planning commissions, municipalities, and river corridor commissions and 
shall encourage the development and implementation of river corridor management plans. 

II. River corridor management plans developed pursuant to paragraph I shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 

(a) Permitted recreational uses and activities. 
(b) Permitted non-recreational uses and activities. 
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(c) Existing land uses. 
(d) Protection of flood plains, wetlands, wildlife and fish habitat, and 

other significant open space and natural areas. 
(e) Dams, bridges, and other water structures. 
(f) Access by foot and vehicles. 
(g) Setbacks and other location requirements. 
(h) Dredging, filling, mining, and earth moving. 
(i) Prohibited uses. 

483:10-a Long-Range River Management Plans.  The department shall prepare and adopt a 
long-range comprehensive plan for each designated river or segment which shall address the 
management and protection of instream values and state lands within the corridor. State land within 
the designated river corridor shall be administered and managed in accordance with the plan, and 
state management of fisheries, streams, waters, wildlife, and boating shall be consistent with the 
plan. In developing this plan, the department shall cooperate with the department of resources and 
economic development, the department of fish and game, the office of state planning, the 
department of agriculture, and the local rivers management advisory committee. 

483:10-b Withholding of Section 401 Certification.  The general court finds that the 
development of any dam or channel alteration activities within a natural river or segment or the 
development of any new dam within a rural or community river or segment, except as provided in 
RSA 483:9-a, II and RSA 483:9-b, II, will alter the physical and chemical characteristics of that river 
and will constitute violation of the water quality standards established under RSA 485-A:8. The 
commissioner shall deny certification of any federally licensed or permitted activity on such 
designated rivers or segments under section 401 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, P.L. 
92-500, as amended. 

483:11 Rulemaking.  The commissioner, with the advice of the advisory committee, shall adopt 
rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to the following: 

I. Content and submission of nominations under RSA 483:6, I. 
II. Criteria for acceptance of nominations by the commissioner, including criteria listed in RSA 

483:6, IV(a). 
III. Preparation for legislative designation of nominated rivers or segments of such rivers under 

RSA 483:7. 
IV. Development of standards, criteria, and procedures for establishment and enforcement of 

protected instream flow levels for designated rivers and segments under RSA 483:9-c. 
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483:12 Consistency of State Action.  Upon enactment of this chapter, all state agency actions 
affecting rivers or segments of such rivers which may be designated for protection under this chapter 
shall conform to the provisions of this chapter. 

483:12-a State Action; Notification of Rivers Coordinator; Petition for Review. 
I. Any state agency considering any action affecting any river or segment designated under this 

chapter shall notify the rivers coordinator prior to taking any such action. Such agency shall forward 
to the rivers coordinator for review and comment copies of all notices of public hearings, or, where a 
public hearing is not required, a copy of the application for issuance of a permit, certificate, or license 
within the designated river or corridor under RSA 485-A, RSA 12-E, RSA 270:12, RSA 482, RSA 
482-A, RSA 149-M, or RSA 147-A. If an agency is notified by the rivers coordinator that a proposed 
activity would violate a protection measure under RSA 483:9, 483:9-a, or 483:9-b, such agency shall 
deny the application. 

I-a. The rivers coordinator shall develop, in conjunction with affected state agencies and local 
river management advisory committees, the procedure by which the state shall notify the appropriate 
local river management advisory committee when state action is being considered which affects a 
designated river. 

II. If an application is denied solely because the proposed activity would violate a protection 
measure under RSA 483:9, 483:9-a, or 483:9-b, the applicant may petition the commissioner for a 
review. Within 30 days of receiving such a petition, the commissioner, in consultation with the 
advisory committee and the appropriate local rivers management advisory committee, shall review 
the application. If the commissioner determines that the proposed activity is consistent with the 
character of the designated river or segment or that the proposed activity would provide a public 
benefit sufficient to outweigh the public benefit of a protection measure under this chapter, the 
commissioner shall submit to the speaker of the house and the president of the senate a 
recommendation that the proposed activity be allowed to proceed. Such recommendation shall 
require review and approval by the general court and shall be filed as a bill in the next legislative 
session following the petition. 

483:12-b Subject to Other Laws; Existing Hydroelectric Facilities. 
I. Any activities permitted under this chapter shall be subject to all applicable state and federal 

laws and regulations. 
II. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the continued operation, repair and maintenance of 

hydroelectric storage and generation facilities existing on the effective date of this paragraph. 

483:13 Acceptance and Expenditure of Funds. 
I. The commissioner may apply for and accept, from any source, gifts; donations of money; 

grants; federal, local, private, and other matching funds and incentives; and interests in land for the 
purposes of this chapter. 
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II. The rivers coordinator, with the approval of the commissioner and the advisory committee, 
may expend any funds received under paragraph I for the purposes of this chapter, and such funds 
are hereby appropriated. 

III. Local river management advisory committees may apply for and accept, from any source, 
gifts, grants, and donations of money. The committees may, without further authorization, expend 
any funds so received to carry out their duties pursuant to RSA 483:8-a. 

483:14 Disposition of State Property.  No state-owned property adjacent to or providing 
access to a river shall be disposed of by the state except upon the review and recommendation of 
the advisory committee. 

483:15 Rivers Designated for Protection.  The following rivers and river segments are 
designated as protected: 

I. Lamprey River - main stem from the Epping-Lee town line to the Durham-Newmarket town line 
as a "rural river." Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, the division of water 
resources shall not approve the use of flashboards under RSA 482:29 to increase the height of any 
existing dam within this segment of the Lamprey River. 

II. Merrimack River - main stem from the Bedford-Merrimack town line to the New 
Hampshire-Massachusetts state line as a "community river." Nothing in this chapter shall be 
construed to limit complete capacity utilization, not to exceed 30 million gallons per day, or any 
construction or repairs required to achieve such utilization of the existing intake facilities of 
Pennichuck Water Works situated on the western bank of the Merrimack River in the vicinity of 
Chase Brook, so-called. This paragraph shall not affect any private right in the Merrimack River and 
shall not relieve Pennichuck Water Works, or its successors and assigns, from compliance with 
other laws or rules under the state's police power. 

III. Merrimack River - main stem from the confluence of the Winnipesaukee and Pemigewasset 
Rivers in the city of Franklin to Garvins Falls in the town of Bow as a "rural river." 

IV. Saco River - main stem from the base of Saco Lake dam to the southern boundary of 
Crawford Notch State Park as a "natural river" and from the southern boundary of Crawford Notch 
State Park to the New Hampshire-Maine state line as a "rural river." Nothing in this chapter shall 
prohibit the normal repair or maintenance of the Willey House dam in Crawford Notch State Park. 

V. Swift River - main stem from its headwaters to the Albany-Conway town line as a "natural 
river" and from the Albany-Conway town line to its confluence with the Saco River in Conway as a 
"rural river." 

VI. Pemigewasset River: 
(a) As a natural river from the outlet of Profile Lake in Franconia to the southern boundary of 

Franconia Notch State Park. 
(b) As a rural river from the Holderness-Ashland town line to the Franklin Falls flood control 

dam. 
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(c) As a rural-community river from the northernmost Thornton town line to the I-93 bridge in 
Plymouth. 

(d) As a community river: 
(1) From the I-93 bridge in Plymouth to the Holderness-Ashland town line. 
(2) From the Franklin Falls flood control dam to its confluence with the Merrimack River. 

VII.(a) Contoocook River - main stem: 
(1) As a "rural river": 

(A) From the Old Sharon Road bridge in Jaffrey to Noone Falls dam in Peterborough. 
(B) From the North Peterborough dam to the monument on the 

Peterborough-Hancock town line. 
(C) From the North Bennington Road bridge in Antrim and Bennington to the 

confluence of the north branch of the Contoocook River in Hillsborough. 
(D) From the Hosiery Mill dam in Hillsborough to the twin iron bridges in West 

Henniker. 
(E) From the Henniker-Hopkinton town line to the Riverhill bridge in Penacook. 

(2) As a "community river": 
(A) From the outlet of Poole Pond in Rindge to Old Sharon Road bridge in Jaffrey. 
(B) From the Noone Falls dam in Peterborough to North Peterborough dam. 
(C) From the monument on the Peterborough-Hancock town line to the North 

Bennington Road bridge in Antrim and Bennington. 
(D) From the confluence of the north branch of the Contoocook River in Hillsborough 

to the Hosiery Mill dam in Hillsborough. 
(E) From the twin iron bridges in West Henniker to the Henniker-Hopkinton town line. 
(F) From the Riverhill bridge in Penacook to the confluence with the Merrimack River. 

(b) Contoocook River - north branch: 
(1) As a "rural river," from the outlet of Rye Pond in Stoddard to the outlet of Franklin 

Pierce Lake. 
(2) As a "community river," from the outlet of Franklin Pierce Lake to the confluence 

of the Contoocook River. 
VIII. Connecticut River: 

(a) As a rural river from the outlet of the Fourth Connecticut Lake to a point .3 miles above 
the Second Connecticut Lake Dam. 

(b) As a community river from the point above the Second Connecticut Lake Dam to a point 
.3 miles below the Second Connecticut Lake Dam. 

(c) As a rural river from the point below the Second Connecticut Lake Dam to a point .3 
miles above the First Connecticut Lake Dam. 

(d) As a community river from the point above the First Connecticut Lake Dam to a point .3 
miles below the First Connecticut Lake Dam. 

(e) As a rural river from the point below the First Connecticut Lake Dam to a point .3 miles 
above Murphy Dam. 
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(f) As a community river from the point above the Murphy Dam to a point 2 miles below the 
Murphy Dam. 

(g) As a rural river from the point 2 miles below the Murphy Dam to Bishop Brook in 
Stewartstown. 

(h) As a community river from Bishop Brook to Leach Creek in Canaan, Vermont. 
(i) As a rural river from Leach Creek to the confluence with the Mohawk River. 
(j) As a rural community river from the confluence with the Mohawk River to the 

Columbia-Colebrook town line. 
(k) As a rural river from the Columbia-Colebrook town line to Wheeler Stream in Brunswick, 

Vermont. 
(l) As a natural river from Wheeler Stream to the Maidstone-Stratford Bridge. 
(m) As a rural river from the Maidstone-Stratford Bridge to a point one mile above the 

breached Wyoming Valley Dam in Northumberland. 
(n) As a community river from one mile above the breached Wyoming Valley Dam site to a 

point one mile below the Wyoming Valley Dam Site. 
(o) As a rural river from one mile below the breached Wyoming Valley Dam site to a point .3 

miles above the Simpson Paper Company Dam. 
(p) As a community river from the point above the Simpson Paper Company Dam to .3 miles 

below the Simpson Paper Company. 
(q) As a rural river from the point below the Simpson Paper Company Dam to .4 miles above 

the Moore Dam. 
(r) As a community river from the point above the Moore Dam to a point .6 miles below the 

Moore Dam. 
(s) As a rural river from the point below Moore Dam to a point .3 miles above the Comerford 

Dam. 
(t) As a community river from the point above the Comerford Dam to a point .2 miles below 

McIndoes Falls Dam. 
(u) As a rural river from the point below the McIndoes Falls Dam to a point .3 miles above 

the Ryegate Dam. 
(v) As a community river from the point above the Ryegate Dam to a point .2 miles below the 

Ryegate Dam. 
(w) As a rural river from the point below the Ryegate Dam to the Ammonoosuc River in Bath. 
(x) As a community river from the Ammonoosuc River to the point where routes 135 and 10 

meet in Haverhill. 
(y) As a rural river from the intersection of routes 135 and 10 to Storrs Pond Brook in 

Hanover. 
(z) As a rural-community river from Storrs Pond Brook to Dothan Brook outlet in Hartford, 

Vermont. 
(aa) As a community river from the Dothan Brook to .3 miles below the Wilder Dam. 
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(bb) As a rural-community river from the point below the Wilder Dam to the 
Lebanon-Plainfield town line. 

(cc) As a rural river from the Lebanon-Plainfield town line to the Blow-Me-Down Brook in 
Cornish. 

(dd) As a rural-community river from the Blow-Me-Down Brook to the northern end of Chase 
Island in Cornish. 

(ee) As a rural river from the north end of Chase Island to the southern side of the Williams 
River in Bellows Falls, Vermont. 

(ff) As a community river from the southern side of the Williams River to the Saxtons River in 
Westminster, Vermont. 

(gg) As a rural-community river from the Saxtons River to the bridge between Westminster 
Station and Walpole. 

(hh) As a rural river from the bridge at Westminster Station to the Brattleboro-Dummerston, 
Vermont town line. 

(ii) As a rural-community river from the Brattleboro-Dummerston, Vermont town line to 
Sprague Brook. 

(jj) As a community river from Sprague Brook to a point .3 miles below the Vernon Dam. 
(kk) As a rural river from the point below the Vernon Dam to the Massachusetts border. 

IX. Ashuelot River: 
(a) As a natural river from the dam at Butterfield Pond to and including the falls above 

Ashuelot Pond. 
(b) As a rural river from the falls above Ashuelot Pond to Symondsville Road in Marlow. 
(c) As a community river from Symondsville Road in Marlow to the Audio Accessories dam. 
(d) As a rural river from below the Audio Accessories dam in Marlow up to the breached 

Blackstock dam located above the town of Gilsum. 
(e) As a community river from the breached Blackstock dam above the town of Gilsum to the 

stone arch bridge in Gilsum. 
(f) As a rural river from the stone arch bridge in Gilsum to the Court Street bridge in Keene. 
(g) As a community river from the Court Street bridge in Keene to the Branch River in Keene. 
(h) As a rural river from the Branch River in Keene to the unnamed brook entering on the 

west bank near the intersection of Winchester Street and route 10 in West Swanzey. 
(i) As a community river from the unnamed brook on the west bank near the intersection of 

Winchester Street and route 10 in West Swanzey to the Denman Thompson Bridge. 
(j) As a rural river from the Denman Thompson Bridge in West Swanzey to and 

including the oxbow on the west bank before the A.C. Lawrence building in Winchester. 
(k) As a community river from the oxbow on the west bank before the A.C. Lawrence building 

in Winchester to the route 119 bridge. 
(l) As a rural river from the route 119 bridge in Winchester to the Winchester dam owned by 

G.E. Robertson and Company in Hinsdale. 
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(m) As a community river from the Winchester dam owned by G.E. Robertson and Company 
in Hinsdale to the route 63 bridge. 

(n) As a rural river from the route 63 bridge in Hinsdale to the mouth of the Ashuelot River at 
the Connecticut River. 

X. (a) Piscataquog River - north branch: 
(1) As a natural river from the outlet of Deering Lake Dam in Deering, 6.25 miles to the 

Abijah bridge in Weare. 
(2) As a rural river: 

(A) From the outlet of Lake Horace Dam in Weare, 8 miles to the Everett Dam 
flowage in Weare. 

(B) From the outlet of Everett Dam in Weare, 8 miles to the river's convergence point 
with the south branch. 

(b) Piscataquog River - middle branch. As a natural river from the natural outlet of Scobie 
Pond in Francestown to the inlet of the upper cranberry bog at the New Boston town line, 
approximately 11.5 miles to its mouth in New Boston. 

(c) Piscataquog River - south branch: 
(1) As a natural river from the outlet of Pleasant Pond in Francestown, 11.5 miles to New 

Hampshire Route 13 in New Boston. 
(2) As a rural river from New Hampshire Route 13 in New Boston, 7 miles to the 

confluence with the north branch. 
(3) As a rural-community river from the confluence with the north branch, 1.7 miles to 

New Hampshire Route 114 in Goffstown. 
(4) As a community river from New Hampshire Route 114 in Goffstown, 1 mile to the 

Gregg Dam in Goffstown. 
(5) As a rural-community river from the Gregg Dam in Goffstown, 6.9 miles to the river's 

mouth at Bass Island in Manchester. 
XI. Exeter River. As a “rural river”from its headwaters at the Route 102 bridge in Chester 29.7 

miles to its confluence with Great Brook in Exeter. 
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River Classifications and State Regulated Protection

Measures As They Apply To Each Classification


CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 
Minimum Length


Water Quality


Minimum Distance to Roads


ACTIVITIES ALLOWED


Dams and Encroachments

Construction of 
New Dams 

Reconstruction of 
Breached Dams 

Channel Alterations 

RIVER CLASSIFICATIONS 

Natural Rural Rural- Community Community 

5 miles 3 miles 3 miles 1 mile 

Class A or B Class B Class B Class B 

250 feet none none none 
(exc. with buffer) 

No No No Yes 

No No No Yes 

No Yes Yes Yes 
(exc. repair) ( - with conditions - ) 

Water Quality/Water Quantity 
Water Quality Class A or B Class B Class B Class B 

Interbasin Transfers No No No No 

Protected Instream FlowYes Yes Yes Yes 

Waste Disposal 
New Landfills 

New Hazardous 
Waste Facilities 

Other New Solid 
Waste Facilities 

Fertilizers 

No No No No 
(within l/4 mile) (  within the 500 year floodplain  ) 

No 
(within 1/4 mile) 

No 
( -

No No No 
within 250 feet - ) 

Yes Yes Yes 
No No No 

within 250 feet - with limited exceptions - ) 

Yes Yes Yes 

Manure, Lime, Wood Ash Yes 
Sludge and Septage No 

( -

Recreation Use 
Motorized Watercraft No 
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(within 150 feet of shoreline, only “headway”speed is allowed) 
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Sources of Technical Information and Assistance

Federal, State, and Regional Agencies and Private Organizations


Federal Agencies: 

Federal Emergency Management Agency

JW McCormick Building, Room 414

Boston, MA 02109

(617) 223-9540


Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 1st Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426 

(202) 208-0200


National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservation Assistance 

Program

15 State Street

Boston, MA 02109

(617) 223-5123


National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservation Assistance 

Program

New Hampshire/Vermont Field Office

King Farm, 5 Thomas Hill

Woodstock, VT 05091

(802) 457-4323


US Army Corps of Engineers

424 Trapelo Road

Waltham, MA 02254-9149

(617) 647-8111


US Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS)

Federal Building, 2 Madbury Road

Durham, NH 03824-1499

(603) 868-7581


US Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service

4th Floor, Ralph Pill Marketplace

22 Bridge Street, Unit 1

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 225-1411


US Environmental Protection Agency

Region I

JFK Building

Boston, MA 02203

(617) 565-9026


US Forest Service

White Mountain National Forest

719 North Main Street

Laconia, NH 03246

(603) 528-8721


US Geological Survey - NH/VT District

361 Commerce Way

Pembroke, NH 03275

(603) 225-4681


State Agencies: 

NH Department of Agriculture

25 Capitol Street, 2nd Floor

PO Box 2042

Concord, NH 03302-2042

(603) 271-3551


NH Department of Cultural Affairs

Division of Historical Resources

19 Pillsbury Street, PO Box 2043

Concord, NH 03302-2043

(603) 271-3558
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--

--

NH Department of Environmental Services 

(DES)

6 Hazen Drive, PO Box 95

Concord, NH 03302-0095


-- Office of the Commissioner

(603) 271-3503


-- Rivers Coordinator

(603) 271-1152 


-- State Geologist

(603) 271-6482


-- Waste Management Division

(603) 271-3503


-- Water Division

(603) 271-3503


-- Water Resources Management

(603) 217-2513


-- Wetlands Bureau

(603) 271-2147


NH Department of Resources & Economic 

Development (DRED)

172 Pembroke Road, PO Box 1856

Concord, NH 03302-1856

(603) 271-2411


-- Division of Forests and Lands

(603) 271-3456


NH Natural Heritage Inventory

(603) 271-3623


Division of Parks 

(603) 271-3556


Division of Recreation

(603) 271-3627


NH Department of Safety 

Division of Safety Services

31 Dock Road

Gilford, NH 03246

(603) 293-0091


NH Fish and Game Department

2 Hazen Drive

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 271-3211


NH Office of State Planning

2 ½ Beacon Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 271-2155


Public Utilities Commission

8 Old Suncook Road

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 271-2431


UNH Cooperative Extension Service

State Office

59 College Road, Taylor Hall

Durham, NH 03824-2618

(603) 862-1520


UNH Complex Systems

Morse Hall

39 College Road

Durham, NH 03824

(603) 862-1792


Regional Planning Agencies: 

Central New Hampshire Regional Planning 

Commission

12 Cross Street

Penacook, NH 03303-1643

(603) 753-9374


Lakes Region Planning Commission

103 Main Street, Suite 3

Meredith, NH 03253-9287

(603) 279-8171


Nashua Regional Planning Commission

115 Main Street

PO Box 847

Nashua, NH 03061

(603) 883-0366


North Country Council

The Cottage at the Rocks

107 Glessner Road

Bethlehem, NH 03574

(603) 444-6303


Rockingham Planning Commission

156 Water Street

Exeter, NH 03833-2487

(603) 778-0885
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Southern New Hampshire Planning 

Commission

438 Dubuque Street

Southwest Regional Planning Commission

20 Central Square, 2nd Floor

Keene, NH 03431

(603) 357-0557


Strafford Regional Planning Commission

259 County Farm Road, Unit 1

Dover, NH 03820

(603) 742-2523


Upper Valley -- Lake Sunapee Council

77 Bank Street

Lebanon, NH 03766-1704

(603) 448-1680


Private Organizations: 

American Rivers

1025 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 720

Washington, DC 20005

(202) 547-6900


Appalachian Mountain Club

Pinkham Notch Visitor’s Center

PO Box 298

Gorham, NH 03581

(603) 466-2721


Audubon Society of New Hampshire

3 Silk Farm Road

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-9909


Connecticut River Watershed Council

One Ferry Street

East Hampton, MA 01027

(413) 529-9500


Friends of the Earth

1025 Vermont Ave., NW

Third Floor

Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 783-7400


Manchester, NH 03101-3546

(603) 669-4664


Inherit New Hampshire

266 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-2281


Merrimack River Watershed Council

P.O. Box 1377

56 Island Street

Lawrence, MA 01842-2577

(508) 681-5777 


Merrimack River Watershed Council

54 Portsmouth Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-8322


National Audubon Society

700 Broadway

New York, NY 10003

(212) 979-3000 


National Environmental Policy Institute

1100 17th St, NE

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 857-4784


National Wildlife Federation

1400 16th Street NW

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 797-6800 


New Hampshire Historical Society

30 Park Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 225-3381


New Hampshire Rivers Council

54 Portsmouth Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 228-6472


New Hampshire Wildlife Federation

54 Portsmouth Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-5953


Sierra Club

85 Second Street

San Francisco, CA 94105
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(415) 977-5500 


Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-9945


The Nature Conservancy

New Hampshire Field Office

2 ½ Beacon Street, Suite 6

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-5853 


The River Management Society 

316 Daly Ave.

Missoula, MT 59801-4338

(406) 549-0514

email: arms.igc.apc.org


The Wildlife Society

5410 Grosvenor Lane

Bethesda, MD 20814-2197

(301) 897-9770


Trout Unlimited

1500 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 310

Arlington, VA 22209

(703) 522-0200 


Land Trusts: 

Bearpaw Regional Greenways

PO Box 19

Deerfield, NH 03037

(603) 463-7562


Beaver Brook Association

117 Ridge Road

Hollis, NH 03049

(603) 465-7787


Concord Conservation Trust

54 Portsmouth Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-9945


Consortium of NH Land Trusts

54 Portsmouth Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-9945


Society for the Protection of New Hampshire 

Forests

54 Portsmouth Street

Harris Center for Conservation Education

341 King's Highway

Hancock, NH 03449

(603) 525-3394


Lakes Region Conservation Trust

PO Box 1097

Meredith, NH 03253

(603) 279-3246


Monadnock Conservancy

PO Box 1035

Dublin, NH 03444

(603) 924-3400


New England Forestry Foundation

283 Old Dunstable Road, P.O. Box 1099

Groton, MA 01450-3099

(508) 448-8380


New England Wildflower Society

Garden in the Woods

Hemenway Road

Framingham, MA 01701

(508) 877-7630


Nissitissit River Land Trust

40 Nartoff Road

Hollis, NH 03049

(603) 882-1431


Piscataquog Watershed Association

Shedd Road

New Boston, NH 03070

(603) 487-3823


Rockingham Land Trust

9 Chestnut Street

Exeter, NH 03833

(603) 778-0591


Strafford Rivers Conservancy

PO Box 623

Dover, NH 03820

(603) 742-1946


The Nature Conservancy

NH Field Office

2 ½ Beacon Street, Suite 6
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Concord, NH 03301

(603) 224-5853


Boston, MA 02108

(617) 367-6200


Turkey River Basin Trust

33 Washington Street

Concord, NH 03301

(603) 225-9721


Upper Valley Land Trust

19 Buck Road

Hanover, NH 03755

(603) 643-6626


Trust for Public Lands 
33 Union Street, 4th Floor 
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Typical Nomination Schedule 

June/July Activity: Compile names and addresses of riverfront owners; 
Prepare and mail landowner questionnaire 

Meeting: “Show and Tell”about the river 

Aug./Sept. Activity: Mail questionnaire; Begin to solicit comments/letters of support from 
local officials; Collect information on Natural Resources including: 
Geology, Floodplains, Wildlife, Endangered Species, Natural 
Communities, Fish Resources, Water Quality and Natural Flow 
Characteristics 

Meeting: Discussion of findings on Natural Resources 

Oct./Nov. Activity: Analyze questionnaire returns; Collect information on Cultural 
Resources, including: Historical, Archeological, and Community; Collect 
information on Managed Resources, including: Impoundments, 
Withdrawals, and Discharges. 

Meeting: Discussion of findings on Cultural Resources and Managed Resources 

Dec./Jan. Activity: Collect information on Land Uses, including: Open Space, Forests, 
Local Zoning 

Meeting: Discussion of findings on Land Uses 

Feb./March Activity: Collect information on Recreation Resources including, Boating, Public 
Access, Fishing, Swimming, Scenic Roads, Scenic Views, Trails, Parks, 
Camping Sites, etc.; Towns consider the nomination as a warrant article 
at Town Meeting (Optional) 

Meeting: Discussion of findings on Recreation Resources 

March Activity: Plan public meeting(s) in April; issue announcements 
Meeting: Decide proposed classifications for river segments 

April Activity: Hold public meeting(s); Meet with town boards and committees to seek 
suggestions and endorsements 

Meeting: Decide on final recommended classifications 

May 1 Submit nomination to Rivers Coordinator for completeness review 

June 1 Submit completed nomination to Rivers Coordinator 

June-Sept. Rivers Coordinator and RMAC review the nomination 

September Rivers Coordinator and RMAC hold public hearing(s) 

October 1 RMAC and Rivers Coordinator forward recommendations to the 
Commissioner 

November 1 Sponsors are notified if the nomination will not be forwarded to the State 
Legislature (General Court) 

November 15 Commissioner forwards the approved nomination to the State 
Legislature (General Court) in the form of a bill 
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Case Study: Contoocook River Coordinating Committee 

In November 1988, an active conservationist in New Hampshire convened an all 
day conference that focused on the new Rivers Management and Protection Program. 
The conference was organized for an audience of town officials and environmentalists. 
It was held at the Harris Center for Conservation Education, a regional environmental 

education facility in southwestern New Hampshire. 

One outcome of the conference was a consensus among participants that the 
Contoocook River should be nominated to the state rivers program. A core group of 
participants decided to form a committee to develop a nomination and corridor plan for 
the river. They decided to name the group the Contoocook Greenway Coordinating 
Committee to reflect that it was to be a temporary committee working toward specific 
goals, as opposed to a permanent watershed group. 

The core group wrote to the boards of selectmen, planning boards, and 
conservation commissions of all of the 13 towns along the mainstem of the Contoocook 
River. The letter asked each board to appoint a member to the committee. Twelve of 
the towns appointed one representative each. Representatives of other groups with 
interest in the river were also invited to join the committee. They represented industry 
dependent on the river, a land protection non-profit, a dam developer, and the state 
Water Resources Council. All committee members were encouraged to report 
committee activities to the groups they represented from time to time. 

The core group also contacted the Central New Hampshire Regional Planning 
Commission and the Southwest Regional Planning Commission to ask whether they 
could provide assistance to the committee. The answer was affirmative, given some 
funding could be provided. The Harris Center was able to contribute enough funding to 
enable the commissions to supply base maps and to map river resources identified by 
the committee. 

The committee began an every-other-month meeting schedule in February 1989. 
The spring meetings focused on planning for events to increase public awareness of 
the river. These events included a dinner at which a new slide show about the river 
was presented, and a day-long bus trip along the length of the river. After these events 
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took place, the committee turned its focus to collecting resource information. Each 
committee member was responsible for writing a report about the resources in his or 
her town. 

By early 1990, the committee had formulated a plan to double-check the resource 
inventory data and discuss the issues that needed to be resolved before development 
of a corridor management plan. They began to meet on a monthly basis. They divided 
the resources that needed to be inventoried for a nomination into five categories: 
recreation, land use, water resources, zoning, and natural and cultural resources. 

At any given meeting, one of these topics was chosen to be the subject of detailed 
discussion. The object was to identify all significant resources in the category and 
locate them on a base map. For these discussions, experts and citizens interested in 
the topic were invited to attend the meeting. 

At the next meeting, the group discussed all of the issues associated with a given 
resource. An effort was made to define questions and threats without making 
judgments about the issue or trying to develop solutions. 

The resource category and issues were reviewed, and the committee attempted to 
work out a means of protecting and managing the resource while answering community 
needs. This process required discussion and compromise. The results formed the basis 
of the river nomination. 

Agendas and minutes of all meetings were mailed to an 85 person mailing list, 
including all of the boards in all of the river towns. 

The river nomination was submitted to the Department of Environmental Services in 
the autumn of 1990. The Contoocook River (mainstem and north branch) were designated 
into the NH Rivers Management and Protection Program in June 1991. The local river 
advisory committee adopted a corridor management plan for the Contoocook and North 
Branch Rivers in August 1994. 
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Appendix F


Sample Warrant Article






Sample Warrant Article 

To authorize the Board of Selectmen to name representatives 
to the River Committee and to support the 

River Committee in preparing and submitting 
a nomination of the  River to the 
Department of Environmental Services under the New 
Hampshire Rivers Management and Protection Program. 
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Appendix G


Rivers Program FAQs 

and Fact Sheet




THE NEW HAMPSHIRE RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND 
PROTECTION PROGRAM: 

Questions and Answers 

What is the Rivers Management and Protection Program? 

In 1988, the State Legislature created the Rivers Management and Protection Program in response 
to the increasing and competing demands that we place on our rivers. The purpose of the program is to 
protect our state's significant river resources through the joint efforts of state and local governments and 
volunteer advisory committees. It recognizes that better management is necessary because our river 
resources are limited while the number of competing uses is increasing. Through proper management, we 
can accommodate a wide range of uses without adversely affecting the qualities which make New 
Hampshire’s rivers an important natural resource. 

The program is administered by the Department of Environmental Services (DES) and is staffed by 
a State Rivers Coordinator. A statewide Rivers Management Advisory Committee (RMAC) composed of 
many river interests advises the Department on the implementation of the program. 

How does the state designation process work? 

A river can be nominated for inclusion in the program by any New Hampshire citizen or 
organization. A nomination must include a complete inventory of the river's resources and must be 
submitted to the DES Commissioner. After an evaluation by the State Rivers Coordinator and the RMAC, 
and one or more public hearings along the river, the DES Commissioner forwards approved nominations to 
the State Legislature. Before a river can be protected and managed under the program, the Legislature 
and Governor must enact legislation that designates the river into the program. 

How does designation protect a river? 

The Rivers Management and Protection Program provides certain instream protection measures 
for designated rivers and a river classification system to match general river characteristics with the specific 
protection measures. Rivers can be classified as natural, rural, rural-community and community. For each 
river classification, state law establishes specific protection measures related to dams, hydroelectric energy 
facilities, channel alterations, water quality, protected instream flows, interbasin water transfers, siting of 
solid and hazardous waste facilities, and recreational use of the river. Local river corridor management 
plans make recommendations regarding the use and conservation of the shoreline and adjacent lands 
which make up the river corridor. 
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What does the Rivers Management and Protection Program provide that is not offered by existing 
state laws and programs? 

River designation increases public awareness of the river and creates a local planning and 
management effort centered specifically on the river and its resources. The establishment of a local river 
management advisory committee creates a forum for multi-town and multi-interest coordination of efforts to 
protect and manage valuable river resources and creates an incentive for the riverfront communities to 
adopt and implement local river corridor management plans. Designation can also promote public interest 
and a sense of respect or stewardship for the river and its resources by the citizens and local officials in the 
adjacent communities. As a result, future development is more apt to take place in a manner which assures 
that the valued river resources are maintained. A state designated river may also be targeted by various 
assistance programs, thereby increasing the probability that the efforts of various local river interests will be 
successful. 

What is the Local River Management Advisory Committee? 

A local river management advisory committee is appointed for each designated river. It is 
comprised of members of each community along the river. Interests such as business, recreation, 
agriculture, and conservation must be represented as well as local officials and riparian owners. Among 
other things, one of the principle responsibilities of the advisory committee is to develop a river corridor 
management plan. The committee is also charged with advising the DES Commissioner, the RMAC and 
the riverfront towns on matters affecting the river. 

As a riverfront landowner, how will I benefit from the Rivers Management and Protection Program? 

Issues such as trespassing, litter, liability and erosion affect or infringe upon the rights of riparian 
landowners. River designation can increase respect for property rights and heighten recognition of the 
valuable contribution which landowners already make in river protection. Designation can also promote 
greater public understanding and awareness of the unique problems and issues faced by landowners. The 
resulting increase in public understanding and interest in issues important to property owners can bring 
technical assistance, funding and other support to help address and solve such problems. 

Will designation affect local land use control in the river corridor? 
(Are my rights as a riverfront landowner in jeopardy?) 

No. By law, the only land use protection measures are those for solid and hazardous waste 
facilities. The Rivers Management and Protection Act (RSA 483) strengthens existing waste management 
regulations on designated rivers. There are no other development restrictions in the Act; what is a local 
decision before a river is designated is a local decision following designation. The Act specifically states that 
"nothing in this chapter shall be interpreted to preempt any land and zoning authority granted to municipal 
bodies..." 
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Appendix H


Landowner

Questionnaire






MODEL LANDOWNER QUESTIONNAIRE 

The first group of questions refer to your property on the River. 

1. Do you currently own land on the  River in New Hampshire? 

Yes No (If no, please skip to question #7.) 

2. In which town is your riverfront land located? 

2a. In which town are you are resident? 

2b. Approximately how many acres of riverfront land and how many feet of frontage  do you 
own? 

2c. How long have you owned your riverfront property? 

3. Did the river play a role in your decision to purchase your property? 

Yes No 

If yes, how? 

4. What is the current use of your property? (Please check the three most important uses.) 

Full-time residence

Second or vacation home

Rental property

Farming

Forestry

Retail business

Lodging/restaurant

Industry

Recreation

Investment

Other (please specify)
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5. What plans do you have for your property? (Please check up to three answers.) 

Continue present use

Build residence

Subdivide

Commercial development

Industrial development

Specify future use by:


Deed restriction 
Conservation easement 

Other (please specify) 

6. Do you permit public access to the river across your property? 

Yes No 

7a.	 Have you been affected by any of the following problems related to public use of the river? (Please check 
as many as apply.) 

Failure to respect "No Trespassing”signs

Littering

Noise

Vandalism

Overuse

Fire

Rowdy behavior

Other (please specify)


7b. If you have had problems related to public use of your land, what actions have you taken in response? 

******* 
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The next series of questions refer to the River and your community in general. 

8. Do you think the river contributes to the quality of life in your community? 

Yes  No 

If yes, how? (Please check as many as apply.) 

Open space

Agriculture

Water supply

Wildlife and waterfowl habitat

Wetland ecosystems

Swimming

Boating

Fishing

Scenic value

Free-flowing water

Shoreline development

Historical/cultural sites

Other (please specify)


9.	 How important is it to you that each of the following characteristics associated with the 
River and its corridor are conserved? (Please circle the number corresponding to your answer.) 

Very Important Very Unimportant 

Open space 1 2 3 4 5 
Industrial development opportunity 1 2 3 4 5 
Commercial development opportunity 1 2 3 4 5 
Residential development opportunity 1 2 3 4 5 
Fishing access 1 2 3 4 5 
Boating access 1 2 3 4 5 
Swimming access 1 2 3 4 5 
Scenic quality 1 2 3 4 5 
Water quality 1 2 3 4 5 
Free-flowing river 1 2 3 4 5 
Wildlife and waterfowl habitat 1 2 3 4 5 
Fisheries habitat 1 2 3 4 5 
Wetland ecosystems 1 2 3 4 5 
Other (please specify) 1 2 3 4 5 
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10.	 Have you noticed any of the following problems along the river? (Please check as many as apply.) If there 
are problems that are of particular concern to you, please note their location in the margin. 

Flooding

Excessive erosion

Water pollution

Loss of or damage to historical or cultural sites

Loss of farmland

Loss of public access

Recreation overuse

Recreation abuses

Loss of wetlands

Loss of wildlife and waterfowl habitat

Loss of fish habitat

Destruction of or injury to critical environmental areas

Development too close to the river

Other (please specify)


******* 

The final group of questions relate to possible river protection measures. 

11.	 Do you believe that any of the following general measures should be taken to protect the river and the 
special opportunities it offers to the area? (Please check as many as apply.) 

Protect free-flowing nature of river

Limit residential shoreline development

Limit commercial shoreline development

Limit industrial shoreline development

Protect scenic character of the river corridor

Protect water quality

Provide public access

Provide recreation facilities

Protect wildlife and waterfowl habitat

Protect fisheries habitat

No additional protection needed

Other (please specify)


12. Do you feel any of the specific steps listed below would be appropriate for river and river corridor 
protection? (Please check as many as apply.) 

Stricter enforcement of local and state regulations related to water and wetlands

Minimum setback requirements for new construction

Floodplain protection regulations

Purchase of property in the river corridor (from willing sellers)

Purchase of development rights in the river corridor

Voluntary easement donation program

Limit dam construction

No additional protection needed

Other (please specify)
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13. Are you presently or have you considered using any of the following land protection techniques on your 
property? (Please check as many as apply.) 

In Use Have Considered 

Conservation easements

Development restrictions

Scenic restrictions/easements

Deed restrictions

Land donation

Current use

Other (please specify)


14a. Do you feel that local governments should take action to protect the river in your community? 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Are you interested in learning more about the efforts of the  River Committee to 
nominate the River for designation into the New Hampshire Rivers 
Management and Protection Program? 

Yes No 

Please add any general comments you may wish to make regarding the 
River on a separate sheet of paper or below. 

Thank you for completing this questionnaire! 

14b. If yes, are you willing to support allocating town taxes if necessary? 

15. 
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Appendix I


River Nomination Form




New Hampshire Rivers Management and 
Protection Program 

River Nomination Form 

Instructions: Before beginning any work on a river nomination, Sponsors should contact the State Rivers 
Coordinator at the NH Department of Environmental Services (DES). The Rivers Coordinator can provide 
initial guidance by identifying local and regional contacts and other sources of information and can give 
advice throughout the preparation of a river nomination. Refer to the publication, "A Guide to River 
Nominations," for a step-by-step explanation of the nomination process and a directory of federal, state, 
regional, and private sources of information and technical assistance. The River Coordinator's address and 
telephone number are: DES Rivers Coordinator, P.O. Box 95, 6 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03302-0095, 
(603) 271-1152. 

I. NOMINATION INFORMATION 

1. Name of River: 

2. River/River Segment Location (and start/end points) and Length (miles): 

3. (a) Sponsoring Organization or Individual: 

(b) Contact Person: 

(c) Address: 

(d) Daytime Telephone Number: 
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II. SUMMARY: RESOURCES OF STATEWIDE OR LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Explanation: In order to be eligible for designation to the NH Rivers Management and Protection Program, 
a river must contain or represent either a significant statewide or local example of a natural, managed, 
cultural, or recreational resource. 

Instructions: 

1. By checking the appropriate boxes below, indicate the resource values that you believe are present in 
the nominated river and its corridor and whether you believe these values are present at a level of 
significance that is statewide or local. If the value is not present, leave the box blank. 

Value Present/ Value Present/ Statewide Significance 
Local Significance 

Natural Resource 

Geologic or Hydrologic 
Resources 

Wildlife Resources 

Vegetation/Natural Communities 

Fish Resources 

Rare Species or Habitat 

Water Quality 

Open Space 

Natural Flow Characteristics 

Managed Resources 

Impoundments 

Water Withdrawals/Discharges 

Hydroelectric Resources 

Cultural Resources 

Historical/Archaeological 
Resources 

Community River Resources 
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Value Present/ Value Present/ 
Statewide Significance Local Significance 

Recreational Resources 

Fishery Resources 

Boating Resources 

Other Recreational Resources 

Public Access 

Other Resources 

Scenic Resources 

Land Use 

Land Use Controls 

Water Quantity 

Riparian/Flowage Rights 

Scientific Resources 
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2. Briefly describe the most important resource values which are present in the nominated river and why 
you believe these values are significant from either a statewide or local perspective. For example, if the 
river contains a segment of whitewater that attracts kayakers from throughout the state and is identified in a 
regional boaters’guide as a premier whitewater boating segment, you should identify recreational boating 
as a significant statewide resource and include one or two sentences in support of this statement. In 
addition, if you feel that a resource value is threatened, explain why. 
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III. COMMUNITY AND PUBLIC SUPPORT 

Explanation: The level of community and other public support which is demonstrated for a river nomination 
will be an important factor in determining whether that river will be recommended for legislative designation. 
Such support may be shown by the adoption of a town resolution, a letter from selectmen, master plan 
excerpts, or documented support from other groups, either public or private (if private, explain the group's 
purpose and who is represented). 

Instructions: Describe the type of community and other public support which exists for the river nomination 
and attach appropriate documentation. Include copies of any letters of support from local elected and 
appointed officials. 

IV. OTHER SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

Explanation: In addition to the information provided on this nomination form, Sponsors are encouraged to 
submit any other information which they believe will support the nomination of the river. This information 
may include a visual presentation (for example, a slide program or a map showing the location of significant 
resources) or studies and reports on the river. 

Instructions: List what, if any, additional supporting information has been submitted with this river 
nomination. 
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V. RIVER CLASSIFICATIONS 

Explanation: Each river or river segment that is designated by the state legislature will be placed into a river 
classification system. This classification system consists of four categories: Natural, Rural, Rural-
Community and Community Rivers. Refer to Appendices A and B in the Guide to River Nominations, for a 
complete description and explanation of the river classification system and the instream protection 
measures which have been adopted by the state legislature for each classification. In this part of the 
nomination form, DES and the State Rivers Management Advisory Committee are interested in learning 
which river classification(s) you believe is most appropriate for your river. 

Instructions: 

1. For each classification criteria listed below (a-d), check the one box which most accurately describes the 
nominated river or segment. 

(a) General Description 

The river or segment is free-flowing and characterized by high quality natural and scenic 
resources. The river shoreline is in primarily natural vegetation and the river corridor is 
generally undeveloped and development, if any, is limited to forest management and 
scattered housing. (Natural Rivers) 

The river or segment is adjacent to lands which are partially or predominantly used for 
agriculture, forest management, and dispersed or clustered residential development. 
Some instream structures may exist, including low dams, diversion works and other minor 
modifications. (Rural Rivers) 

The river or segment which flows through developed or populated areas of the state and 
which possesses existing or potential community resource values such as those defined in 
official municipal plans or land use controls. Such a river has mixed land uses in the 
corridor reflecting some combination of open space, agricultural, residential, commercial 
and industrial land uses. It is readily accessible by road or railroad and may include 
impoundments or diversions. (Rural-Community Rivers) 

The river or segment flows through populated areas of the state and possesses actual or 
potential resource values, with some residential or other building development near the 
shoreline. The river or river segment is readily accessible by road or railroad, and may 
include some impoundments or diversions. (Community Rivers) 

(b) Length 

The river or segment is at least 5 miles long. 

The river or segment is at least 3 miles long. -Community Rivers) 

The river or segment is at least 1 mile long. 

(Natural Rivers) 

(Rural and Rural

(Community Rivers) 

(c) Water Quality 

sThe actual water quality of the river or segment meet Class A standards under the state’ 
water quality standards. (Natural Rivers) 
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with regular bridge crossings and public access sites.  

The actual water quality of the river or segment meets Class B standards under the state’s 

water quality standards. (Rural, Rural-Community and Community Rivers)

(d) Distance to Roads


The minimum distance from the river shoreline to a paved road open to the public for motor 
vehicle use is at least 250 feet, except where a vegetative or other natural barrier exists 
which effectively screens the sight and sound of motor vehicles for a majority of the length 
of the river. (Natural Rivers) 

There is no minimum distance from the river shoreline to an existing road. Roads may parallel the river shoreline 

2. Based on the boxes checked above, and your knowledge of the river or segment, 
identify those segments of the river which you believe should be classified as either a 

Natural, Rural, Rural-Community, or Community River. Be sure to include the start and end point of each 
segment and the length of the segment in miles (for example: Natural River: headwaters, Z miles, to the 
Town of ABC town line; Rural River: Town of ABC town line, Y miles, to the state border). Although a river 
or segment may be given more than one classification, the number of differently classified segments should 
be kept to a minimum. If your recommendation is incompatible with any of the above-listed criteria for a 
particular river classification, and you believe the classification is nevertheless appropriate and justified, 
explain why. 

Natural River: 

Rural River: 
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Rural-Community River: 

Community River: 

VI. Maps 

A map of the river must be appended to this resource assessment. This map should be taken from a U.S. 
Geological Survey quadrangle (scale 1:24,000) or equivalent in accuracy and detail. GIS maps produced 
to show river-related resources can serve this purpose. Include an inset or locator map showing the 
location of the river or segment within the state. 
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VII. RESOURCE ASSESSMENT 

1. Natural Resources 

(a) Geologic Resources 

Briefly describe the significant geologic resources of the river and its corridor, including any unique or 
visually interesting features such as waterfalls, unusual rock formations, and areas of rapids. If you are 
unable to include such features, then simply describe the bedrock geology map. Consider geologic 
resources on the basis of natural history, visual, and economic interest. Indicate if the state geologist or a 
national or state resource assessment has identified these geologic resources as significant at a national, 
regional (New England), state, or local level. 

(b) Wildlife Resources 

(1) List the species of mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians commonly found in the river and river 
corridor. 
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(2) List any endangered or threatened animals which are supported by the river and river corridor 
environment. Include location, if known. Check whether these animals are endangered [E] or threatened 
[T] species and if they are significant at a national [N] or state [S] level. 

Animal Species Location E  or T N  or S 

(3) List significant wildlife habitat which is supported by the river or to which the river is integral, for game 
and non-game wildlife populations. Identify if the habitat has been determined to be exceptionally diverse, 
very diverse, or moderately diverse by the NH Fish and Game Department or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

Significant Habitat Diversity Rating 

(4) Determine if the river corridor is important for the movement of wildlife between large habitat areas. If it 
is, explain why. 
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(c) Vegetation/Natural Communities


(1) List the plant species commonly found in the river and river corridor.


(2) List any endangered or threatened plant species that are supported by the river and river corridor 
environment. Include location, if known. Check whether these plants are endangered [E] or threatened [T] 
species and if they are significant at a national [N] or state [S] level. 

Plant Species Location E  or T N  or S 

(3) List any vegetative communities supported by the river and the river corridor environment which have 
been identified as "exemplary natural ecological communities" by the New Hampshire Natural Heritage 
Inventory. Include location, if known. 

Exemplary Natural Ecological Community Location 
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(d) Fish Resources 

(1) List the fish species commonly found in the river. 

(2) List any endangered or threatened fish species which inhabit the river. Check whether these fish are 
endangered [E] or threatened [T] species and if they are significant at a national [N] or state [S] level. 

Fish Species Location E  or T N  or S 

(3) Describe the presence and location of spawning beds, feeding areas, and other significant aquatic 
habitat for fish populations. Determine if the habitat is exceptionally diverse, very diverse or moderately 
diverse as determined by the NH Fish and Game Department or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Significant Habitat Diversity Rating 

(4) Indicate whether the significant fisheries found in the river rely on natural reproduction or a stocking 
program. If fish populations rely on a stocking program, indicate whether they are partly or wholly 
dependent on the program. 

(5) Is the river a viable anadromous fish resource? If yes, identify any on-going or planned restoration 
programs. 
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(e) Water Quality 

(1) Check the state's water quality classification which applies to this river or segment under state law. 

Class A  Class B 

(2) According to readily available information, what is the actual water quality of this river under the state's 
water quality standards? 

Class A  Class B 
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(3) If the river is not currently supporting its water quality classification, identify the existing major causes of 
deficient water quality (e.g., industrial or sewage pollutants, agricultural fertilizer run-off) and possible 
corrective measures (e.g., regulations, enforcement, local and use controls). 

(f) Natural Flow Characteristics 

Briefly describe the natural flow characteristics of the river, including natural periodic variation in flow (e.g., 
spring run-off and summer flow amounts) and frequency and duration of flood events. If applicable, 
describe purpose of and flow variations caused by impoundments, significant diversions, or channel 
alterations, including interbasin transfers. Indicate which segments of the river are free-flowing. 
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(g) Open Space 

Briefly describe, give the location and identify the type (e.g., floodplain, forested, etc.) and type of ownership 
(i.e., public or private) of significant areas of open space in the river corridor. Describe and include the 
location of any protected land parcels within the river corridor (e.g., state parks and forests, national forest 
lands, municipal parks and conservation easements). 
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2. Managed Resources 

(a) Impoundments 

List all of the dams which are present in the river, including any dams which are breached or in ruins. 
Identify their location, ownership, and purpose (i.e., flood control, low flow augmentation, or storage). Also 
indicate whether minimum flow requirements exist at any of the impoundments, if known. Include any 
proposals for new or reconstructed dams; indicate that this is a proposed dam by placing and asterisk (*) 
next to the name of the dam. Do not include existing or proposed dams which are used for hydroelectric 
energy production. These will be listed separately in the managed resources category. 

Minimum 
Name of Dam Location Ownership Purpose Flow Req.? 

(b) Water Withdrawals and Discharges 

(1) List any significant water withdrawals from the river, including withdrawals for public drinking water, 
industry, and agriculture. Identify the purpose (e.g., irrigation) and location of the withdrawal. Indicate if the 
river has been identified in a state, regional, or local study as a potential source of water supply and, if so, 
identify the study. 

Withdrawal Purpose Location Potential Source? (ID Study) 
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(2) List all known surface water and potential discharges to the river and identify the source, type (e.g., 
industrial wastewater) and location of the discharge. Indicate whether the discharge has been permitted by 
the state (yes or no). 

Point Source Discharge Type Location Permit? 

(c) Hydroelectric Resources 

List all known existing or potential (as cited in the NH River Protection and Energy Development Project --
Final Report; New England Rivers Center, 1983) sites of hydroelectric power production. Record the 
owner, location and whether the site is regulated or exempt from regulation by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC). 

FERC 
Hydroelectric Facility Owner Location regulated or exempt? 
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3. Cultural Resources 

(a) Historical and Archaeological Resources 

Describe any significant historical or archaeological resources or sites with significant potential for such 
resources (as determined by the state historic preservation officer) found in the river or river corridor. 
Identify whether the resource is listed or is eligible to be listed as a National Historic Landmark (NHL) or on 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or is a recognized Historic District (HD) or Multiple Use 
Area (MUA). If known, indicate whether these resources are significant at a national, regional (New 
England), state, or local level. Below this listing, note any local town histories, oral histories, or general 
historical knowledge about the use of the river and its corridor. 

Historical/Archaeological Resource Listing/Eligibility Significance 

Local Town Histories, Oral Histories or General Historical Knowledge 
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(b) Community Resource 

Briefly describe how the river is recognized or used as a significant community resource. If the river’s 
importance is recognized in any official town documents, such as a master plan, include reference to such 
documents. 
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4. Recreational Resources 

(a) Fishery 

Identify the type and location of any high quality recreational fisheries or areas with such potential which are 
present in the river (as determined by the NH Fish and Game Department). Also indicate areas that have 
potential to be significant fisheries. 

(b) Boating 

Describe any significant recreational boating opportunities which are present on the river, including whether 
it is used for motorized boating. Indicate if the river is cited as significant for recreational boating in a 
publication of a national, regional or statewide recreation organization. Refer to the NH River Protection 
and Energy Development Project to determine the river’s significance as a recreational boating river. Also 
note if boaters are attracted from beyond the local area and if there are areas with potential to be significant 
boating resources. 
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(c) Other Recreational Opportunities 

List any other recreational areas, facilities, or opportunities or potential for such on the river or in the river 
corridor (e.g., hiking, camping, picnicking, etc.). Indicate ownership, if known. 

Recreational Area Ownership Location 

(d) Public Access 

List any existing public access sites located along the river. These may be formal or non-formal access 
points. Include the type of public access (e.g., canoe only), related facilities (e.g., parking), and if known, 
ownership at each site. 

Location Type of Access Related Facilities Ownership 
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5. Other Resources 

(a) Scenic Resources 

Briefly describe any significant scenic focal points along the river including designated viewing areas and 
scenic vistas and overlooks. Indicate the location of the significant views to and from the river. 

(b) Land Use 

Briefly describe the general patterns of current land use in the river corridor. Include location of significant 
developments within the river corridor including agricultural, residential, commercial, and industrial 
developments, and solid waste management facilities. Also include location of lands used for forest 
management or which are undeveloped. Identify such features as roads along the river, railroads, bridges, 
and utility crossings. Describe the type and location of any proposals for major developments within the 
river corridor. 

(c) Land Use Controls 
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Identify the municipalities with existing master plans and zoning ordinances within the river corridor. Identify 
existing or significant proposed land use controls which affect the river and the river corridor (e.g., zoning, 
easements, subdivision regulations). 

(d) Water Quantity 

List the location of all operating stream gauge stations maintained by the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers or the Department of Environmental Services. Include the number of years of 
record and whether it is a partial or full record station. 

(e) Riparian Interests/Flowage Rights 
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Briefly describe any riparian interests in the corridor, including any known flowage rights, historic water uses, 
and legislative authorizations or appropriations (for example, a town given legislative authorization to water 
for public consumption in the 19th century). 

Final note: Before submitting the nomination, please check the form for completeness. Nomination 
forms are reviewed for completeness by the Department of Environmental Services. Be sure to 
consult Env-C 700 and RSA 483 to make sure that all information requirements have been met. 
Incomplete nominations will be ineligible for consideration by the State Legislature in the next 
legislative session. 
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NOMINATION CHECKLIST 

The following is a checklist of required information for each river nomination, as described in RSA 483:6 and 
section Env-C 702.02 of the Administrative Rules: 

702.02 (a)_____ Name of the river; 

702.02 (b)_____ Location of the river or segment; 
_____ Length of the river or segment; 

702.02 (c)_____ Sponsor's name; 
_____ Address; 
_____ Daytime Telephone; 

702.02 (d)_____ Description of significant resources contained in the river or segment and its corridor; 

702.02 (e)_____ Description of community and public support for the nomination; 
_____ Copies of any letters of support from elected and appointed local officials; 

702.02 (f) _____ Recommendation on the classification(s) for the river or segment; 
_____ Start and End point of each segment; 
_____ Length in miles of each segment; 

702.02 (g)_____ USGS map of the river or segment and its corridor; 
_____ Inset or locator map showing location of river or segment within the state; 

702.02 (h)_____ Assessment of river or segment's resources, including, but not limited to, the following: 

(1)_____ Geologic resources; 

(2)_____ Wildlife resources; 

(3)_____ Vegetation; 
_____ Natural communities; 

(4)_____ Fish resources; 

(5)_____ Water quality as designated pursuant to RSA 485-A:9 or as shown by actual water 
quality analysis, if available; 

(6)_____ Hydrologic resources, including natural flow characteristics; 

(7)_____ Open space; 

(8)_____ Dams/Impoundments; 

(9)_____ Existing withdrawals; 
_____ Potential withdrawals; 
_____ Existing discharges; 
_____ Potential discharges; 

(10)____ Existing hydroelectric resources; 
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 ____ Potential hydroelectric resources; 

(11)____ Historical or archaeological resources; 

(12)____ Community river resources; 

(13)____ Existing recreational resources; 
_____ Fishery 
_____ Boating 
_____ Other 
_____ Public access 

____ Potential recreational resources; 
_____ Fishery 
_____ Boating 
_____ Other 
_____ Public access 

(14)____ Scenic characteristics; 

(15)____ Current land use; 
____ Current land use controls; 

(16)____ Water quantity; 

(17)____ Riparian interests/Flowage rights; 

Please be sure your river nomination includes at least all of the above information. Include two copies of the 
nomination when submitting nomination to NHDES. One copy must be unbound, of high quality print and 
suitable for reproduction. Thank you for participating in the NH Rivers Management and Protection Program. 
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Adopted Rule 10/22/96 

Readopt with amendment Env-C 701-704, effective 10/29/90 (doc. #4963), as 
follows: 

CHAPTER Env-C 700 RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM 

Statutory Authority: RSA 483:11 

PART Env-C 701 DEFINITIONS 

Env-C 701.01 "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the department of 
environmental services. 

Env-C 701.02 "Committee" means the rivers management advisory committee 
established in RSA 483:8. 

Env-C 701.03 "Community river resource" means a natural, managed, cultural, or 
recreational resource or use thereof associated with a river that is recognized by local 
residents or a municipal document accepted by the municipality, such as a master plan 
or a water resource management plan, as being important to a community adjacent to a 
river. “Recognized by local residents”for the purposes of this definition means that 
there are community projects, activities or events based on the river or its corridor such 
as river clean-ups, canoe races, or a riverfest. 

Env-C 701.04 "Department" means the department of environmental services. 

Env-C 701.05 "Endangered or threatened species" means “endangered or 
threatened species”as defined in RSA 212-A:2, the Endangered Species Conservation 
Act. 

Env-C 701.06 "Endangered or threatened plants" means “endangered or 
threatened species” as defined in RSA 217-A:3, the NH Native Plant Protection Act. 

Env-C 701.07 Free-flowing" means existing or flowing in a natural condition without 
artificial impoundment, diversion, channel alterations, or other modifications and 
without consideration of upstream flow management. 

Env-C 701.08 "NH natural heritage inventory" means the program within the 
department of resources and economic development established by Chapter 195, Laws 
of 1986. 
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Env-C 701.09 "Nomination" means the nomination of a river for designation into the 
program as outlined in Env-C 702. 

Env-C 701.10 "Public access" means the right of any person to enter a property on 
a non-discriminatory basis. 

Env-C 701.11 "River" means a flowing body of water or a segment or tributary 
thereof. 

Env-C 701.12 "Rivers coordinator" means the program administrator at the 
department of environmental services authorized by RSA 483:3. 

Env-C 701.13 "River corridor" means the river and the larger of: 

(a) The land area located within a distance of 1320 feet of the normal high water 
mark; or 

(b) The landward extent of the 100 year floodplain as designated by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 

Env-C 701.14 "Significant aquatic habitat" means regions which are important to 
the survival of particular aquatic populations. Such regions include, but are not limited 
to, spawning beds and feeding areas. 

Env-C 701.15 "Significant wildlife habitat" means regions which are important to the 
survival of particular wildlife populations. Such regions include, but are not limited to, 
deer wintering yards, waterfowl breeding or wintering areas, freshwater wetlands or 
riparian habitat, and saltwater wetlands associated with estuarine systems. 

Env-C 701.16 "Sponsor" means any individual or organization submitting a 
nomination under this program. 

PART Env-C 702 NOMINATIONS 

Env-C 702.01 Nomination Requirements.  Each sponsor shall make a nomination 
to include a river or segment thereof in the program on a form obtained from the 
department. At least 2 copies of the nomination shall be submitted to the rivers 
coordinator on or before June 1 in order for it to be considered in the next legislative 
session. 

Env-C 702.02 Information Required for Nomination.  Each sponsor shall supply the 
following information as part of the nomination: 
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(a) The name of the river;

(b) The location and length of the river or segment;

(c) The name, address, and daytime telephone number of the sponsor;

(d) A description of significant resources which the sponsor believes are contained 


or represented in the river or segment and its corridor; 
(e) A description of the community and public support which the sponsor believes 

exists for the nomination, including copies of any letters from elected and appointed 
local officials; 

(f) A recommendation on the appropriate classification or classifications for the 
river or segment, including the length in miles and start and end point of each segment; 

(g) A map of the river or segment and its corridor taken from a U.S. Geological 
Survey quadrangle(s) or equivalent in accuracy and detail, and an inset or locator map 
showing the location of the river or segment within the state; and 

(h) An inventory, description and assessment of the resources of the river or 
segment and its corridor, including, but not limited to: 

(1) Geologic resources; 
(2) Wildlife resources; 
(3) Vegetation and natural communities; 
(4) Fish resources; 
(5) Water quality as designated pursuant to RSA 485-A:9 or as shown by 
actual water quality analysis, if available; 
(6) Hydrologic resources, including natural flow characteristics; 
(7) Open space; 
(8) Historical or archaeological resources; 
(9) Existing and potential recreational resources; 
(10) Dams, buildings and other man-made structures; 
(11) Existing and potential withdrawals and discharges; 
(12) Existing and potential hydroelectric resources; 
(13) Community river resources; 
(14) Public access; 
(15) Scenic characteristics; 
(16) Current land use and land use controls; 
(17) Water quantity; and 
(18) Riparian interests, including flowage rights. 

Env-C 702.03 Review for Completeness.  The rivers coordinator shall review each 
nomination and determine if the nomination is complete. The rivers coordinator shall 
notify the sponsor within 30 days of the submission of the nomination of its 
completeness. In any case where the nomination is determined by the rivers 
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coordinator to be incomplete, the missing information shall be requested of the sponsor 
and the nomination shall not be deemed complete until such information is provided. 

Env-C 702.04 Review Procedures.  The rivers coordinator shall forward complete 
nominations to the committee. After a public hearing as required by RSA 483:6, III and 
an evaluation of the nomination under both the criteria listed in RSA 483:6, V and 
Env-C 704, the rivers coordinator shall make a recommendation to the commissioner 
whether to approve the nomination. If the rivers coordinator, after considering the 
criteria, determines that a river nomination is consistent with the policies and intents 
identified in RSA 483:1 and RSA 483:2, the rivers coordinator shall recommend that the 
nomination be approved. The recommendation of the rivers coordinator and any 
recommendation made by the committee, as authorized in RSA 483:8, V, shall be 
forwarded to the commissioner, together with the nomination, within 120 days of receipt 
of the complete nomination. 

PART Env-C 703 NOMINATION APPROVAL 

Env-C 703.01 Nomination Criteria.  The commissioner shall consider the following 
factors when deciding whether to approve a river nomination: 

(a) The criteria listed in RSA 483:6, V; 

(b) The recommendation prepared by the rivers coordinator; 

(c) The recommendation prepared by the committee; 

(d) The public comments on the nomination received in public hearings held 
pursuant to RSA 483:6, III and the level of demonstrated community/public support for 
the nomination as supplied pursuant to Env-C 702.01(e); and 

(e) The points awarded in each resource category under Env-C 704. 

Env-C 703.02 Legislative Review and Approval. 

(a) If the commissioner, after considering the factors under Env-C 703.01, 
determines that a river nomination is consistent with the policies and intents identified 
in RSA 483:1 and RSA 483:2, the commissioner shall approve the nomination, and 
shall forward the nomination to the next regular session of the legislature for review 
and approval according to RSA 483:7. 
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(b) If the commissioner does not approve a river nomination, the commissioner 
shall notify the sponsor in writing within 30 days of the receipt of the recommendation 
of the rivers coordinator and any recommendation of the committee and shall inform the 
sponsor of the reasons for that decision. 

PART Env-C 704 POINT SYSTEM EVALUATION 

Env-C 704.01 Use of Point System. 

(a) All rivers shall be evaluated and the specified point values awarded by the 
rivers coordinator according to the system described in Env-C 704.02 through Env-C 
704.06. Points shall be awarded to recognize the presence of significant resource 
values present in a river nomination. For all categories, the rivers coordinator shall 
consult with and consider the advice of the state and federal agencies and other 
resource experts identified in the following sections before assigning point values. 

(b) The points awarded in each resource category identified in Env-C 704.02 
through Env-C 704.06 shall be one of the factors considered by the commissioner in 
determining whether to approve a nomination. 

Env-C 704.02 Natural Resource Category.  A maximum of 205 points shall be 
awarded if the river has significant natural resources, according to the following: 

(a) For geologic resources, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the river 
has one or more significant national, regional, state, or local geologic resources as 
determined by the state geologist or as listed in a national or state resource 
assessment, according to the following schedule: 

(1) Resource of significance nationally or to the New England region shall 
receive 30 points; 

(2) Resource of statewide significance shall receive 20 points; and 

(3) Resource of local significance shall receive 10 points. 

(b) For wildlife resources, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded according to 
the following: 

(1) For endangered or threatened animals, a maximum of 15 points shall be 
awarded if the river supports a species that has been identified as endangered 
or threatened by the NH fish and game department under RSA 212-A, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service under the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 
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(87 Stat. 884, as amended) or the NH natural heritage inventory, according to 
the following schedule: 

a. Endangered or threatened species of national significance shall 
receive 15 points; 

b. Endangered or threatened species of statewide significance shall 
receive 10 points; 

(2) For significant wildlife habitat, a maximum of 10 points shall be awarded if 
the river supports or is integral to habitat for game and non-game wildlife 
populations that is valued, but not necessarily rare, and is determined to be 
exceptionally diverse, very diverse, or moderately diverse by the NH fish and 
game department or the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Points shall be awarded 
according to the following schedule: 

a. Exceptionally diverse or productive or critical natural habitat shall 
receive 10 points; 

b. Very diverse or productive or critical natural habitat shall receive 5 
points; and 

c. Moderately diverse or productive or critical natural habitat shall receive 
1 point. 

(3) For a wildlife travel corridor, 5 points shall be awarded if the river serves 
as, or is integral to, an important corridor or part of a corridor for the movement 
of wildlife between large habitat areas as determined by the NH fish and game 
department or the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

(c) For vegetation/natural communities, a maximum of 20 points shall be awarded 
according to the following: 

(1) For endangered or threatened plants, a maximum of 15 points shall be 
awarded if the river supports a plant that has been identified as endangered or 
threatened by the NH natural heritage inventory or the department of resources 
and economic development pursuant to RSA 217-A, according to the following 
schedule: 

a. Endangered or threatened plant of national significance as listed by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service shall receive 15 points; 
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b. Endangered or threatened plant of statewide significance as listed by 
the NH natural heritage inventory or the department of resources and 
economic development shall receive 10 points; and 

(2) For an exemplary natural ecological community, a maximum of 5 points 
shall be awarded if the river supports, or is integral to, an exemplary natural 
ecological community as determined by the NH natural heritage inventory. 

(d) For fish resources, a maximum of 35 points shall be awarded according to the 
following: 

(1) For endangered or threatened fish, a maximum of 15 points shall be 
awarded if the river supports a fish that has been identified as endangered or 
threatened by the NH fish and game department under RSA 212-A or the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service under the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(87 Stat. 884, as amended), according to the following schedule: 

a. Endangered or threatened fish of national significance as listed by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service shall receive 15 points; and 

b. Endangered or threatened fish of statewide significance as listed by the 
NH fish and game department shall receive 10 points; 

(2) For significant aquatic habitat, a maximum of 10 points shall be awarded if 
the river provides aquatic habitat for fish populations that is valued, but not 
necessarily rare, and is determined to be exceptionally diverse, very diverse, or 
moderately diverse by the NH fish and game department or the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, according to the following schedule: 

a. Exceptionally diverse or productive or critical natural habitat shall 
receive 10 points; 

b. Very diverse or productive or critical natural habitat shall receive 5 
points; and 
c. Moderately diverse or productive or critical natural habitat shall receive 
1 point; 

(3) For fish reproduction, a maximum of 5 points shall be awarded if the river 
supports a fishery that relies on natural reproduction or a stocking program as 
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determined by the NH fish and game department or the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service according to the following schedule: 

a. If the river supports a fish population that relies on natural reproduction 
it shall receive 5 points; 

b. If the river supports a fish population that is partly dependent on a 
stocking program it shall receive 3 points; and 

c. If the river supports a fish population which is wholly dependent upon 
stocking programs it shall receive 1 point; and 

(4) For anadromous fish, a maximum of 5 points shall be awarded if the river 
is a viable anadromous fish resource as determined by the NH fish and game 
department or the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Points shall be awarded 
according to the following schedule: 

a. If a restoration effort has begun it shall receive 5 points; and 

b. If a documented restoration plan has been developed for the river it 
shall receive 3 points. 

(e) For water quality, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded according to the 
following schedule: 

(1) If the river has been designated a Class A water or has actual water 
quality that meets the state water quality standards for Class A waters it shall 
receive 30 points; and 

(2) If the river has been designated a Class B water or has actual water 
quality that meets the state water quality standards for Class B waters it shall 
receive 15 points. 

(f) For open space, 10 points per occurrence to a maximum of 30 points shall be 
awarded for each parcel of open space or protected land in the river corridor. Open 
space and protected land parcels shall include, but not be limited to, national forest 
lands, state parks and forests, municipal parks, and conservation easements. 

(g) For natural flow characteristics, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the 
river is free-flowing, according to the following schedule: 
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(1) If the river is 100 percent free-flowing with no man-made dams, diversions, 
or other modifications which affect the river's natural flow it shall receive 30 
points; and 

(2) If the river is largely free-flowing without characteristics of impoundment 
excluding low dams, diversion works and other minor modifications it shall 
receive 15 points. 

Env-C 704.03 Managed Resource Category.  A maximum of 90 points shall be 
awarded if the river has significant managed resources, according to the following 
schedule: 

(a) For impoundments, 10 points per occurrence to a maximum of 30 points shall 
be awarded if the river is managed through the use of dams for public purposes, 
including but not limited to flood control and low flow augmentation. For the purposes 
of this paragraph, public purposes shall not include hydroelectric power generation. 

(b) For water withdrawals and discharges, a maximum of 30 points shall be 
awarded according to the following: 

(1) For water withdrawals, a maximum of 20 points shall be awarded 
according to the following schedule: 

a. For a public drinking water supply, 10 points shall be awarded if the 
river serves as an existing source of public drinking water; 

b. For a public drinking water supply, 5 points shall be awarded if the river 
serves as a potential source of public drinking water; 

c. For an industrial water supply, 5 points shall be awarded if the river 
serves as an existing source of industrial water supply; 

d. For an industrial water supply, 3 points shall be awarded if the river 
serves as a potential source of industrial water supply; 
e. For an agricultural water supply, 5 points shall be awarded if the river 
serves as an existing source of agricultural water supply as determined by 
the department. 

f. For an agricultural water supply, 3 points shall be awarded if the river 
serves as a potential source of agricultural water supply. 
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(2) For wastewater discharge, a maximum of 10 points shall be awarded if one 
or more surface wastewater discharges are permitted to the river, according to 
the following schedule: 

a. For a wastewater treatment facility discharge, a maximum of 10 points 
shall be awarded if the river is used by a wastewater treatment facility 
which has been issued a surface water discharge permit by the 
department; and 

b. For an industrial wastewater discharge, a maximum of 5 points shall be 
awarded if the river is used by an industrial facility which has been issued 
a surface water discharge permit by the department. 

(c) For hydroelectric resources, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the 
river has one or more existing or potential sites for hydropower production, according to 
the following: 

(1) If the river is being used for hydroelectric power production it shall receive 
30 points; and 

(2) If the river is identified as having a potential hydroelectric power 
production site in the NH River Protection and Energy Development Project -
Final Report (New England Rivers Center, 1983) it shall receive 15 points. 

Env-C 704.04 Cultural Resource Category.  A maximum of 60 points shall be 
awarded if the river has significant cultural resources, according to the following: 

(a) For historical or archaeological resources, a maximum of 30 points shall be 
awarded if the river has one or more significant historical or archaeological resources 
or significant potential for such sites as determined by the state historic preservation 
officer or if the resource is listed or is eligible to be listed as a National Historic 
Landmark or on the National Register of Historic Places or is a recognized Historic 
District or Multiple Use Area, according to the following schedule: 

(1) Resource of national significance shall receive 30 points; 

(2) Resource of regional significance shall receive 15 points; and 

(3) Resource of statewide significance shall receive 10 points. 

(b) For community river resource, 10 points per occurrence to a maximum of 30 
points shall be awarded if the river is a significant community resource for one or more 
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of the towns or cities through which it flows. Evidence of a community river resource 
shall include, but not be limited to, documentation of an on-going river corridor 
management planning effort or other local efforts to protect or manage the river, the 
existence of a riverside park or other public area, or community support for riverfront 
revitalization as demonstrated by acts such as the filing of a petition, establishment of a 
municipal committee or citizen group, or fund-raising activities. 

Env-C 704.05 Recreational Resource Category.  A maximum of 120 points shall be 
awarded if the river has significant recreational resources, according to the following: 

(a) For a fishery, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the river has a high 
quality fishery as determined by the NH fish and game department. 

(b) For boating, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the river is identified as 
being of highest significance as a recreational boating river in the NH River Protection 
and Energy Development Project (New England Rivers Center Study, 1983) or is 
recognized as a significant recreational boating river in a publication by a national, 
regional, or statewide recreation organization or group such as the Appalachian 
Mountain Club River Guide - New Hampshire/Vermont or the DeLorme New Hampshire 
Atlas and Gazetteer . 

(c) For other recreation, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the river offers 
one or more opportunities for significant shoreland recreation or swimming. Shoreland 
recreation shall include, but is not limited to, hiking, camping, picnicking, and bird 
watching. 

(d) For access, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the river has one or 
more sites which provide public access to or along the river, according to the following 
schedule: 

(1) If the public access site is publicly-owned land, 30 points; and 

(2) If the public access site is privately-owned land, 15 points. 

Env-C 704.06 Other Resource Category.  A maximum of 120 points shall be 
awarded if the river has significant other resources, according to the following: 

(a) For scenery, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the river has one or 
more scenic sites. Scenic sites shall include, but not be limited to, designated viewing 
areas, scenic vistas, and overlooks. 
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(b) For land use, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded according to the 
following schedule: 

(1) If the river is characterized by the high quality of natural and scenic 
resources with river corridors generally undeveloped and development, if any, 
limited to forest management and scattered housing it shall receive 30 points; 

(2) If the river is adjacent to lands which are partially or predominately used 
for agriculture, forest management, and dispersed or clustered residential 
housing it shall receive 20 points; 

(3) If the river flows through a populated area of the state with some 
residential or other building developments near the shoreline and is readily 
accessible by road or railroad it shall receive 10 points; and 

(4) If the river flows through a highly populated area of the state and the 
corridor contains significant developments including, but not limited to, roads, 
utility crossings, bridges, commercial and industrial developments, solid waste 
management facilities, and residential developments it shall receive 5 points. 

(c) For land use controls, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the 
municipalities within the river corridor have one or more existing land use controls 
which affect the river and its corridor. Land use controls shall include, but not be 
limited to, master plans, water resource management plans, zoning ordinances, overlay 
districts, subdivision regulations, and easements. 

(d) For water quantity, a maximum of 30 points shall be awarded if the river has 
one or more operating stream gauges maintained by the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, or the department. 
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River Nomination Process 

1.	 By law (RSA 483:6, I), the sponsors of the nominating party must hold at least one 
public meeting on the nomination prior to submittal to the Commissioner of DES. 
Written notice of the meeting(s) to each municipality along the river segment is 
required.  Typically, a series of public informational meetings are held in the 
riverfront towns throughout the development of the nomination. 

2.	 The nomination is submitted to the Rivers Coordinator for completeness review. By 
rule (RSA 483:11, II (Env-C 702.03)), the Rivers Coordinator must review the 
nomination and notify the sponsor within 30 days if the nomination is incomplete. 

3.	 Completed nominations can be submitted to the Rivers Coordinator any time during 
the year, but by law must be submitted on or before June 1 in order to be 
considered in the next legislative session (RSA 483:11, II (Env-C 702.01)). 

4.	 Completed nominations are forwarded to the Rivers Management Advisory 
Committee (RMAC) by the Rivers Coordinator (RSA 483:11, II (Env-C 702.04)). 

5.	 The Rivers Coordinator, with the Rivers Management Advisory Committee, must 
hold at least one public hearing in a community along the nominated river or river 
segment (RSA 483:6, II). Typically, one public hearing is held for each 25 to 50 
river-miles nominated. 

6.	 Within 120 days of receipt of a completed nomination, the Rivers Coordinator and 
the RMAC review the nomination and prepare recommendations for review by the 
Commissioner (RSA 483:6, II). Public hearing comments, comments from local 
boards and commissions and other public comments must be considered by the 
Rivers Coordinator and the RMAC when preparing their recommendations (RSA 
483:6, III). 

7.	 The Commissioner must review the nomination and the recommendations of the 
Rivers Coordinator and the RMAC within 45 days (RSA 483:6, IV). If the 
Commissioner determines that designation would be consistent with RSA 483, the 
nomination is forwarded to the State Legislature (General Court) for legislative 
approval (RSA 483:6, V). 
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